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Castration of the Horse in the Standing Position under 
Local Anaesthesia 
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WRIGHT 
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To Richard Hudson must be given the credit 
of first introducing a method of local anaes- 
thesia for castration of the horse in the stand- 
ing position. In 1919! he demonstrated it before 
the North Midland Veterinary Association, and 
has since stated that he first adopted it in 1909." 
Hudson uses a 5 per cent. solution of cocaine 
hydrochloride and injects 8e¢.c. into each 
testicle in the vicinity of the epididymis. In his 
early papers on the subject he describes 
removal of the testicles using a clam and the 
actual cautery, but in later ones speaks well of 
the emasculator.” English text-books on equine 
surgery make little or no reference to the 
method. German veterinarians!®® have adopted 
local anaesthesia for the operation performed 
in the cast position, and their methods have 
been followed in America.’ The writer adopted 
the technique outlined in this article in 1929 
and made a brief reference to it in a general 
article on anaesthesia and anaesthetics in 
1931.8 

TECHNIQUE.—The animal is placed with its 
off side against a wall or partition and a twitch 
is applied to the upper lip. The scrotum is 
examined by hand to ensure that both testicles 
are present and that there is no hernia. The 
skin of the scrotum, prepuce and inner aspect 
of the thighs is thoroughly cleansed with 
industrial alcohol. The operator, having pre- 
pared his hands, stands with his left shoulder 
pressing lightly against the posterior part of 
the animal's chest on the near side. The neck 
of the scrotum on the off side is gripped with 
the left hand and the testicle drawn well down 
until the skin of the scrotum is tense. An 
assistant, standing in readiness, carries a tray 
holding three 5¢.c. Record syringes filled with 
5 per cent. Procaine hydrochloride solution 
(* Chlorocain ’"—Willows & Co.). Two are 
fitted with short, fine needles (1°3em. long by 
O7mm. outer diameter), and the third with a 
long, slender needle (4:5 to 6m. long by 0°9 mm, 
outer diameter). Using the syringe as a handle, 


one of the short needles is thrust through the 
skin into the subcutaneous connective tissue 
about the middle of the ventral surface of the 
testicle, and one-third of the contents of the 
syringe injected. It is important that the 
direction of the needle shall be almost parallel 
with the skin to ensure that its point lies in the 
subcutaneous connective tissue, for if it enters 
the dartos or the substance of the testicle itself, 
difficulty may be experienced in injecting the 
solution, and, what is more important, the skin 
does not become anaesthetised. While making 
the injection the operator should stoop slightly 
so that he can see what he is doing. Not infre- 
quently the animal moves on penetration of the 
skin by the needle. The operator must be pre- 
pared for this by applying continuous, gentle 
pressure to the syringe to prevent the needle 
being withdrawn, for if it becomes necessary to 
make a series of stabs with the needle before 
injection is made, the animal's resentment may 
become vigorous and the method fail. When 
the injection is made properly the skin weal can 
generally be seen. The needle is withdrawn. 
While still holding the testicle, a minute is 
allowed to elapse for the local anaesthetic to 
take effect. The needle is again inserted about 
one inch beyond the first site, that is through 
the edge of the original weal, and a second 
injection made. <A third injection is made by 
reintroducing the needle through the first weal, 
but this time in the opposite direction, 7.e., 
upwards and forwards (see figure, next page). 

In this way an area of skin about two-and-a- 
half inches long and three-quarters of an inch 
wide is anaesthetised. If, in the case of a big 
colt, this area is considered insufficient for 
exposure of the testicle, the second syringe is 
taken up and further weals are made through 
the margins of the previous ones. It is 
important that reintroduction of the needle 
shall always be through skin which has already 
been desensitised, for, as has already been 
pointed out, colts will not tolerate unlimited 
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needle-pricking of the sensitive scrotal skin. 

The reason that two 5c.c. syringes, rather 

than one 10c.c., are used, is that they are 
ah more easy to manipulate in this somewhat 
hampered position. The syringe with the long 
needle is taken up and the latter is thrust 
through the centre skin weal, through the sub- 
stance of the testicle and epididymis, into the 
spermatic cord, and a further 5c.c. of local 
anaesthetic solution injected. This procedure is 
painless. The scrotum and testicle on the near 
side are then treated in the same way. Five 
minutes are allowed to elapse before operation 
is commenced. The off testicle is again gripped 
and tensed, and rotated slightly forwards so 
that its long axis assumes the downwards and 
backwards direction (as advised by Reynolds, 
E. B.— Wooldridge’s Encyclopaedia). The 
object of this is that the direction of the 
incision shall be downwards and backwards 
rather than directly backwards. Incision is 
made with a Bard-Parker knife (or some 
modification of it having detachable blades) 











Sites and direction of injection. 
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using a new blade to ensure that the edge is 
keen. It is commenced close to the palm of the 
hand and is continued until the testicle “ pops ”’ 
through the incision. During operation the 
operator again stoops so that he can see the 
testicle. Whilst it is time-honoured in veterin- 
ary practice that the incision shall be bold and 
the testicle exposed by a single cut, by so doing 
the knife penetrates the testicle itself and 
haemorrhage is free. Under local anaesthesia 
it may be decided to open the scrotum and the 
parietal peritoneum by a series of incisions and 
thus expose the undamaged testicle with 
practically no haemorrhage. Care must be 
taken that incision is made through the 
infiltrated area, for by this time it may not be 
easy to detect. It is for this reason that stress 
is laid on complete tension of the testicle in 
the scrotum and infiltration of the ventral 
surface. Under effective local anaesthesia the 
cremaster muscle is paralysed and the tendency 
for the testicle to be drawn upwards towards 
the external inguinal ring is overcome; in fact 
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it hangs from the scrotal wound. It is best 
released so that, should the colt move, traction 
is not placed on the upper parts of the 
spermatic cord. The fingers of the left hand 
are now employed for pressing the skin of the 
scrotum and the parietal peritoneum upwards 
and thus exposing about two inches of 
the cord. This facilitates the application 
of the jaws of the emasculator well above 
the epididymis, and also ensures that no skin is 
included in them. Once the cord is gripped both 
hands are used for slowly closing the emascu- 
lator. Ten seconds should elapse before opening 
it again. The near-side testicle is then treated 
in the same way. Properly carried out, this 
operation can be performed without any 
evidence of the animal having experienced 
pain, other than the initial pricks of the needle. 

Discussion.—Animals presented for castra- 
tion in the College clinic are not prepared 
for operation in any way. They arrive 
unexpectedly; the operation is performed, 
and they are removed by ambulance 
the same afternoon. The writer has not dog- 
matie views in favour of the standing opera- 
tion as opposed to the cast. Both have 
advantages and disadvantages and there is a 
place for each. The method selected will depend 
upon a number of individual factors—the age 
and size of the animal, its temperament, the 
accessibility of the testicles, and the confidence 
the operator has in himself and in his emascu- 
lator. At the same time he believes that all 
reasonable efforts should be made to reduce as 
far as possible, or better still completely 
eliminate, the pain associated with the opera- 
tion however it is performed. The proviso 
“as far as possible” must be included, 
for all who understand the subject and face 
up to it, are well aware of the difficulties 
and possible dangers that are associated 
with the induction of absolute and complete 
anaesthesia in the horse. If it is found that, 
despite twitching, the animal strongly resents 
handling of its testicles, or that the first prick 
of the needle causes vigorous struggling—and 
such cases have been encountered—it is very 
improbable that the standing operation will he 
carried out without undesirable incident. 

In adult animals the operator may not be 
reasonably sure that the emasculator will be 
effective in occluding the spermatic arteries. 
In this case it is his duty to adopt some more 
certain method of haemostasis. He may decide 
to use wooden clams in the standing position, or 
the actual cautery in the cast. The writer 
believes that these two methods are contrary 
to the modern conception of veterinary surgery, 
and should, if possible, be discarded. His 
practice in adults is to cast the animal and 
apply ligatures of No. 5 or 6 sterilised catgut 
to the spermatic vessels, and subsequently sever 
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the cord about one inch below using the emascu- 
lator. The objects for using the latter 
instrument after ligation are, firstly the ease 
with which it divides the cord, secondly that it 
serves to occlude the small artery which 
accompanies the vas-deferens, and thirdly as 
an additional safety factor should the ligature 
not “completely occlude the spermatic artery. 

Using the method outlined in this article 
many cases have been dealt with in which there 
has been no movement throughout operation. 
At the same time there have been others in 
which the cord has not been completely anaes- 
thetised and some crouching and movement has 
occurred during crushing. Criticisms may, 
quite rightly, be levelled at the use of the 
twitch. At the same time it cannot be discarded 
in the standing operation. Many young animals 
will not allow even handling of the external 
genitalia without its application. The writer 
does not accept the view that the pain 
associated with the twitch is so great that 
it overcomes the pain indications during 
castration. That the animal feels and 
appreciates the first introduction of the 
needle is generally obvious. Most of us have 
experienced penetration of the skin by a fine 
needle (those who saw war service may com- 
ment “not always fine”) and are able to assess 
the degree of pain it provokes. Some animals 
will not tolerate a twitch. These are generally 
most unsuitable subjects for operation in the 
standing position. 

Procaine is selected in preference to cocaine 
because, in the concentration employed, the 
latter has a greater local toxic action on the 
tissues, and favours subsequent infection. 
Again, solutions of cocaine are difficult to 
sterilise. It may be asked—why is a 5 per cent. 
solution employed when it is probable that 2 per 
cent. would suffice? The answer is: because of 
the greater certainty that anaesthesia will be 
complete and the belief that in this concentra- 
tion it does not cause local necrosis. 

A complaint levelled against the standing 
operation is that complete asepsis cannot be 
observed. It is probable that it can be made as 
near completeness as can operation in the cast 
position under field conditions. The operator 
serubs his hands with soap and hot water and 
then dries them off with alcohol. He avoids 
touching any part of the animal except that 
which has freely been treated with alcohol. 
Needles and all instruments are boiled and are 
used direct from the steriliser. Syringes are 
kept in alcohol. If local anaesthetic solutions 
are purchased already prepared, one is depen- 
dent on the integrity of the maker that they are 
sterile. Care is taken not to handle the 
spermatic cord above the line at which section 
is to be made. This is not difficult, for, has been 
pointed out, the testicle hangs from the scrotal 





" 





666 No. 21. Von. 51. 


wound. No disinfectants are employed. Confi- 
dence in the haemorrhage-controlling powers of 
the emasculator is by no means unanimous, and 
undoubtedly individual instruments vary. It is 
generally agreed that if the instrument is a 
good one it is by far the best method of dealing 
with the cord in the standing position. The 
instrument used in the writer’s department is 
an original Haussman and Dunn. It has been 
employed for the castration of more than 300 
animals, chiefly of the pony and pony cross 
types, most of them being from two to four 
years old but sometimes adult, without serious 
haemorrhage. In the majority there has been 
no haemorrhage except a little dripping from 
the scrotal wounds. 

ConcLusion.—By the adoption of local anaes- 
thesia for castration of the horse in either the 
standing or the cast position, the operation can 
be rendered painless. Its adoption does not 
increase the risk associated with operation nor 
does it appreciably retard healing, but it makes 
the operation more costly. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE U.S.A, BUREAU 
OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY 

“Many instances of the efficiency of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry are evident in the 
report of the Bureau for the fiscal year ending 
June 30th, 1938,” states the North American 
Velerinarian (May, 1939). 

“Dr. J. R. Mohler points out that it is espe- 
cially noteworthy that there have been no 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease in the 
United States although outbreaks of this malady 
have occurred in European countries with which 
the United States trades. Likewise, rinderpest, 
contagious pleuro-pneumonia, and surra_ have 
not occurred, 

“The bovine tuberculosis eradication project 
was the outstanding example of disease control! 
work with Bang’s disease in cattle holding 
increasing interest. Agglutination blood tests 
were applied to more than 7,800,000 cattle in 
approximately 671,300 herds, with 4:1 per cent. 
reactors to Bang’s disease. 

“The Bureau continued to supervise the 
National Poultry Improvement Plan and 1,478 
hatcherymen enrolled. 

“ Another activity of the Bureau, federal meat 
inspection, was carried out at 701 plants and 
more than seven-and-a-half billion pounds of 
meat and meat products were inspected. 

“Another activity of the Bureau’ includes 
extensive breeding and nutrition work in order 
to develop better types of livestock.” 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 








May 27th, 1939. 


An Outbreak of Bovine 
Enzootic Pneumonia” 


T. M. MITCHELL, M.r.c.v.s., D.v.S.M., 
SUNDERLAND 


In the autumn of 1936 and subsequently I 
had under observation and treatment an out- 
break of mass pneumonia in two herds which 
had so many unuSual and interesting features 
that I felt impelled to attempt to record it. 

Both the herds were composed of tubercle- 
free cattle made up of imported Jersey Island 
eattle, Shorthorns of the owners’ own breeding 
and Ayrshire cows from Scotland. Jersey 
cattle predominated in Herd 1 and Ayrshires in 
Herd 2. The Jersey cattle in Herd 2 had all 
entered from Herd 1 during the previous three 
years, 

Prior to October, 1936, there had been a good 
deal of difficulty in rearing calves; mortality 
had been especially high in the first week of 
life but occasionally well-grown stirks had died 
after a very short illness. The calves had 
usually died after showing some scouring, but 
if treated early with simple antacids and 
astringents combined with strict control of 
milk supply they generally recovered. The ill- 
ness was, therefore, considered to be of digestive 
origin, 

The older stirks which died, however, always 
showed a fairly extensive pneumonia, but as tne 
deaths were few and far between no specific 
‘ause was suspected. It was not till October, 
1936, when there was an acute flare up of mass 
pneumonia in the adult Jersey cows, that any 
particular significance was attached to the 
previous deaths in the younger animals. 

In order that a connected idea of the epi- 
zootics on the two farms may be obtained I will 
now set out verbatim the notes compiled by 
myself and Mr. Lyle Stewart at what appeared 
to be the end of the outbreak. 


Herp No. 1. 

On October 18th, 1936, two Jersey cows died 
within half-an-hour of each other (Empress and 
Heather). They were removed and wo _ post- 
mortem examinations were made. On the same 
day one Jersey cow was ill (Rose of May). About 
this date it was reported that two other cows 
had been slightly off food for about four days, 
and that a third had refused food that morning. 
Lobar pneumonia was diagnosed in several of 
these cases. All the Jersey cows, numbering 31, 
were in a | | shaped byre, were 
coughing, and the nature of the cough suggested 
hoose. 

October 21st, 1936.—Three more Jersey cows 
ill with pneumonia (Sybil, Double Baroness and 


*Paper presented at the annual general meet- 
ing of the North of England Division, N.V.M.A., 
held at Neweastle-on-Tyne, March 11th, 1939. 
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Volunteer), Temperatures of all Jersey cows 
were from this point taken twice daily. 

October 22nd, 1936.—With few exceptions 
temperatures were high, varying between 103 to 
104°.F. Rose of May died. 

October 23rd, 1936.—Post-mortem examination 
on Rose of May. Lobar pneumonia affecting 
whole of lower half of both lungs. Many grey 
patches and much serous infiltration. Putre- 
faction well advanced. 

October 24th, 1936.—Anerly VI and Saracene, 
two newly calved cows, shot up temperatures to 
107° F., and showed effusion of lungs. Consulted 
with Mr. Lyle Stewart. Diagnosis contagious 
pneumonia, due possibly to Pasteurella type of 
organism. Conferred with a firm of biological 
product manufacturers about a haemorrhagic 
septicaemia antiserum. 

October 30th, 1936.—Inoculated 29 cows with 
haemorrhagic septicaemia antiserum. 

October 31st, 1936.—Temperatures were still 
high, but on the average appeared to be lower. 
The animals were brighter and there was less 
coughing. 

November 4th, 1936.—Saracene died. Portion 
of lung sent to King’s College. The lung tissue 
showed grey hepatisation throughout, and the 
cut surface exuded a large quantity of serous 
fluid. Microscopical examination of exudate 
showed small micro-organisms in_ plentiful 
numbers, but no evidence of bipolar staining. 
Cultural examination produced a mixed growth, 
and from the predominating type Coryne- 
bacterium pyogenes was isolated and _ purified. 
Strain No. 2. 

November 4th, 1936.—Dead calf. Post-mortem 
examination showed pneumonia, and a purulent 
pleurisy was present, with adhesions between 
lungs and chest-wall. Sections of lung showed 
a patchy red hepatisation, but this was _ not 
intense. Microscopical examination of lung 
tissue and exudate-showed small micro-organisms 
resembling the above, but not so numerous. After 
culturing, a pure strain of C. pyogenes was 
obtained from lung tissue. Strain No. 3. 

November 4th to 11th, 1936.—During this 
period the following cows became seriously ill. 


Donna Baroness recovered 











Eagles Lass ... ... died 
Bunty ... oles ... died 
Virginia recovered 
Sarkie ... a ... recovered 
Cymbaline’s Maiden died 
Bachanderie ... ... died 


Eagles Lass suddenly fell ill after having a 
normal temperature chart throughout the _ out- 
break, appeared in great pain, and died within 
three days of first rise in temperature.  Post- 
mortem examination showed acute congestion 
of lobules and much interstitial infiltration and 
acute pleurisy along the edges of lung lobes. 
Little pleuritic exudate. 

November 9th, 1936.—Bunty died after an ill- 
ness lasting four days. Ten days earlier this 
cow was slightly affected, but appeared to 
recover. She had a relapse on November 5th, 
1936, and died four days later. 

Post-mortem Examination.—On cut section the 
lung presented a curious mottled appearance, 
the mottling being due to minute greyish-yellow 
points in the areas of hepatisation uniformly 
dispersed throughout lung, and varying in size 
from that of a pinhead to that of a match-head. 
The bronchial tubes were intensely inflamed, 
and filled with a thick yellowish exudate. The 
interstitial septa were well marked, but not 
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especially prominent. A large quantily of dark- 
brownish-coloured plasma oozed from the cut 
surface. On bacteriological examination a pure 
culture of C. pyogenes was obtained. Strain 
No. 4. 

Cymbaline’s Maiden.—Illl for about 14 days 
before death. No post-mortem examination. 

Bachanderie.—Another acute case, ill about 
five days. No post-mortem examination, 

By the end of November’ the outbreak 
appeared to have run its course, and in mid- 
December a number of new cows were intro- 
duced into the herd; some from Jersey and the 
remainder from the owner’s other herd and from 
adjoining byres. 

December 29th, 1936.—-Rochette, a cow which 
had been on the Farm No. 1 throughout the out- 
break, but in an outer byre, developed acute 
pneumonia and died December 31st, 1936. 

December 30th, 1936.—All animals not pre- 
viously ill or treated, were inoculated with 
haemorrhagic septicaemia serum, 20 c¢.c. and 
3c.c. of vaccine prepared by Mr. Lyle Stewart 
from C, pyogenes. As vaccine was limited in 
amount only 16 animals were vaccinated. 

February 2nd, 1937.—Pleasure Cruise. This 
cow was brought to the farm from owner’s other 
premises in January after calving. She did not 
do well for some time, but became acutely ill 
and died February 6th, 1937. 

Post-mortem  Examination.—Pneumonia and 
pleurisy. The portion of lung received was 
almost completely consolidated. On section the 
peculiar greyish-yellow mottling was present, 
and showed conspicuously among the consoli- 
dated tissue. A great amount of fluid oozed fram 
the cut surface, but the interstitial septa were 
not prominent. The bronchial tubes were 
occluded in many cases with clotted, fibrinous 
exudate, On bacteriological examination a mixed 
culture was obtained, from which the_ pre- 
dominating type C. pyogenes was isolated. Strain 
No. 8. : 

It is uncertain whether or not this cow 
(Pleasure Cruise) received serum and_ vaccine. 
All heifer calves since the beginning of the out- 
break received at birth 10 c.c. haemorrhagic 
septicaemia serum and 2c.c. C. pyogenes 
vaccine. With the exception of one calf all lived. 
The exception was a heifer. calf which died from 
pneumonia. A bacteriological examination was 
undertaken, but no growth was obtained. Bull 
calves, being of little value, were left untreated 
and served as controls. Of these two died on 
second day of life, and several others were ill 
when taken to butcher, ; 

It is of interest to note that although Ayrshire 
and Shorthorn cows were housed in close con- 
tact with the Jerseys during the epizoédtic—two 
Shorthorns during the severe primary outbreak 

_no cases of illness occurred in these breeds. 


Herp No. 2. 

The previous history of the herd is similar to 
that of Herd No. 1, ie., a newly established 
herd, built up of imported  tuberculin-tested 
cows. A. hitherto troublesome calf mortality 
ceased in 1935. Hoose appeared in about 30 
stirks pastured on boggy land in July, 1936, and 
two Jersey stirks died from what proved to be 
verminous pneumonia. : 

September 30th, 1936.—Prior to this date all 
Jersey cows had been housed from fear of worm 
infestation. All Jersey cows coughing. Cow 
Sauville—ill with acute congestion of lungs. 
Pneumonia developed, but after a long illness 
the cow recovered, 
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October 26th, 1936.—Pneumonia developed in 
two Jersey cows. On October 29th, 1936, one of 
these cows died. 

Post-mortem Examination.—The intermediate 
left lobe of lung examined. The tissue was some- 
what decomposed, and cut section presented 
irregularly dispersed areas of pneumonia. 
Microscopical examination of lung exudate 
stained with isichmen and dilute’ fuchsin 
showed numerous small bacilli, with suggestion 
of bipolar staining. On bacteriological examina- 
tion two slender types of bacilli isolated, one 
haemolytic, and the other non-haemolytic. The 
predominant type was the haemolytic, and after 
purification, this micro-organism was identified 
as C. pyogenes. Strain No. 1. 

October 29th, 1936.—Another cow © ill. 
Recovered. 

November 11th, 1936.—One calf in lot of six 
ill. All inoculated with haemorrhagic §septi- 
caemia serum. Sick calf died. No further losses. 


GENERAL NOTE 


It would appear that the onset of what may be 
termed epizootic pneumonia is not heralded. 
by coughing. The epidemic of coughing in these 
two herds appears to have been merely coinci- 
dental. Cases which have occurred since the 
original epizoétic in October and November 
(1936) have had no previous cough. When disease 
is established the cough is very suppressed. 

The outstanding clinical feature is the sudden 
onset of active effusion in the lungs causing 
unmistakable abundant rales, probably because 
of the amount of fluid being thrown into the 
bronchi. Lungs remain resonant to percussion 
for about 48 hours after illness is observed, but 
rales are tremendous in noisiness. Consolida- 
tion appears to take about two days. By this 
time whipped-up mucus or serum is discharged 
copiously from the mouth, but it would appear 
that death takes place from acute toxaemia, 
rather than exhaustion due to dyspnoea, etc. 
Several cases got over the acute frothing stage 
and hung on for ten to 14 days before succumb- 
ing. These cases all developed acute and 
persistent dierrhece. 

Several cases which recovered regained some 
appetite after about three days and_ gradually 
made progress, though the lungs took about a 
month to clear up 

The first indication of illness, even before the 
appetite was impaired, was a temperature jump 
to 107° F. which in rapidly fatal cases nevér fell 
below 106° F. until just prior to death. The more 
chronic cases ran temperatures of 105°F. 
during the whole of their illness. One interest- 
ing case was that of Virginia (Herd 1). She had 
sudden leaps in temperature at weekly intervals 
for three weeks to 106°F., the temperature 
falling immediately on her being given 50c.c. 
haemorrhagic septicaemia serum. It was _ not 
until this, followed by three doses of King’s 
College vaccine, that she made a_ normal 
recovery. 

After March, 1937, nothing more happened 
till July, when three cows fell ill on the same 
day, followed by two others, with the usual 
high proportion of deaths. Almost simul- 
taneously some stirks on the off farm fell ill 
with identical symptoms and the lungs of the 
first to die, complete and unopened, were sent 
to the Ministry of Agriculture’s Laboratory at 
Weybridge, with an account of the whole out- 
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break up to date. Imagine my surprise when 
I received a report (incidentally, some 14 days 
or so later) at Bournemouth, that no bacterio- 
logical examination of the lungs had been pos- 
sible because of putrefactive changes but that 
death had undoubtedly been due to strongylosis, 
large numbers of worms having been found. 
This was the first definite indication of para- 
sitic infection, though one had searched in 
every previous post-mortem examination for 
Dictyocaulus. 

Peculiarly enough, the last paper at the 
Bournemouth Congress was on “Hoose and 
Allied Diseases” and during the discussion 
some remarks of two speakers convinced me 
that very possibly my enzootic was caused by 
the irritation of mass migration of strongyle 
larvae, and that C. pyogenes was merely a 
secondary invader, At any rate the cows were 
immediately taken up from grass, no old-land 
hay was fed during the winter of 1937-38, they 
were kept indoors till well into July and taken 
up again in early September. No new cases 
have occurred since July, 1937, though a dis- 
quieting feature is that recovered animals 
apparently in normal health seem liable to a 
flare up of the same lung condition as long as 
two years after having recovered from an 
acute attack of the disease. This occurs par- 
ticularly a day or two after calving normally. 
In no post-mortem examination, however, have 
worms been found in the air passages except- 
ing in the stirks on the off farm in July, 19387, 
and in no case have larvae been found until 
September, 1938, though the circumstances in 
this case are somewhat different. Several cows 
were sold and one which had survived the 
1936 outbreak went to North Wales, where she 
calved and promptly expired. The veterinary 
surgeon who made the post-mortem examination 
stated that she had died from acute pulmonary 
tuberculosis and a portion of lung was sent to 
Mr. Lyle Stewart, who diagnosed our familiar 
type of C. pyogenes pneumonia. For the first 
time he was able to demonstrate strongyle 
larvae, five or six being found in every field 
of the microscope in material scraped from a 
freshly cut surface of the diseased lung. 

As I have already said, no new cases have 
occurred since July, 1937, but recovered animals 
have developed acute attacks of the same type 
of pneumonia subsequently and unfortunately 
until the end of December last all these died. 
Indeed, up till recently treatment has almost 
appeared to be futile and it would almost 
appear as though those which recover do so, 
not so much because of any assistance which 
one is able to afford, as from an innate resist- 
ance to the causal organism. Sera, vaccines, 
non-specific vaccines, medicines, and even trans- 
fusions of blood from recovered animals, all 
seem alike to have been useless, Though a 
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sufficient number of cases has not been treated 
to warrant its being described as specific, the 
comparatively new sulphanilamide preparation 
known as M. & B. 693 has apparently 
achieved results in three of the cases such as 
I have not previously experienced. As I think 
it will be of interest I will give a brief note 
of these cases. 


HERD 2. 

(1) December 19th, 1938.—Jersey heifer, born 
in enzodtic of 1936, calved first calf December 
15th, 1938. Noticed slightly sick December 17th, 
1938, but milk yield remained normal till even- 
ing of December 18th, 1938. Morning of 19th, 
dyspnoea and frothing at mouth and died 
midday. . 

Post-mortem Examination.—Our familiar type 
of C. pyogenes pneumonia. 

(2) December 20th, 1938.—Jersey heifer, mate 
of No. 1, calved normally. Evening: distressed 
breathing and refused to rise. Effusion com- 
menced into bronchi. Temperature 103-5° F. 
M. & B. 693—25 tablets (124 grm.) given twice 
daily for two days. Temperature returned to 
normal, further pulmonary effusions ceased and 
recovery progressive. 

(3) February ith, 1939—One of cows 
recovered in October, 1936, and calved fourth 
calf about three weeks previously—found in 
morning acutely distressed. Owner did not con- 
sider that she could possibly live and did not 
wish to bother me except to try some more 
M. & B. 693. 20 grm. in two doses given. 

February 6th, 1939.—Cow had filled feeding 
trough overnight with saliva and whipped 
serous discharge from mouth. Temperature 
98:4° F. Impossible to take pulse because of 
laboured breathing. 10grm. of drug given for 
three more days twice daily. Temperature 
gradually rose to normal and at the moment of 
writing (February 19th, 1939) the cow is still 
alive and feeding slightly. Though the animal 
is extremely weak and thin no diarrhoea has 
supervened as was invariably the case in other 
protracted cases. 


HERD 1. 
(4) February 2nd, 1939.—Cow 
summer, 1937, calved normally. 


recovered in 
On following 








day refused food. Temperature 103° F. and 
definite rales in right lung. 
February 4th, 1939.—Considerable — effusion 


both lungs. Temperature 105°F. M. & B. 693 
twice daily, doses of 10 grm. 

February 6th, 1939.—Temperature normal; 
animal feeding though considerable consolida- 
tion in both lungs. Milk yield rising. Progress 
has been continuous though the lungs have not 
as yet completely cleared (February 19th, 1939). 

You will notice that I have not given the 
title “contagious pneumonia ” at the head of 
this paper for the simple reason that I cannot 
make up my mind as to whether this is a 
truly contagious disease or not. The sudden 
onset of disease affecting only one large byre 
in Herd 1, and yet affecting every Jersey animal 
in it; the universal death of newly-born calves 
(all breeds) unless protected with serum and 
vaccine; the sporadic occurrence of new cases 
throughout the winter of 1936-37 and the find- 
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ing of one microbe (often in pure culture) in 
every case examined bacteriologically —all 
tended to prove that the condition was definitely 
contagious. On the other hand, the cessation 
of cases after March, 1937, when old-land hay 
was used up, until July, when new worm infest- 
ation was possible, and the cessation again 
when the cattle were brought indoors, seems 
to point to another exciting cause, possibly 
strongyles. But then one would imagine that 
adult worms would be found in the respiratory 


passages of animals which took some time to 
succumb and in animals which died as the 


result of a flare up after a long interval. In 
no case has this been so. Admittedly, strongyle 
larvae were not looked for prior to July, 1937, 
since when no new cases have occurred, though 
search has been made for them in re-occurring 
illness followed by death. Only in the lungs 
received from Wales have they been found, 
which, of course, points to infection there. 


Discussion 
Mr. W. LyLe STEWART, who opened the dis- 
cussion, said: On referring to my notes on the 
above outbreak I find that in a period of about 


three months I isolated’ eight strains’ of 
Corynebacterium pyogenes from casualties in 
Herds Nos. 1 and 2 and from at least two 


specimens this organism was obtained in pure 
culture. The appearance of affected lungs was 
characteristic, and we soon got to know it very 
well. In acute cases there was lobar hepatisa- 
tion, and the cut surface exuded a large quantity 
of serous fluid, but it was in the chronic case 
that a distinct and typical picture was seen. 
Here the lung showed a_ uniform’ mottled 
appearance due to minute abscesses evenly dis- 
persed throughout the cut surface, and each of 
these little abscesses contained a quantity of 
greenish-yellow pus. Smears from the cut surface 
always showed numerous micro-organisms, but | 
was consistently unable to demonstrate any 
indication of bipolar staining. Consequently, I 
came to the opinion that we were dealing with 
a type of contagious pneumonia associated with 
C. pyogenes, but I always felt doubtful as to the 
exact aetiological significance of this organism. 
There seems to be a lack of precise information 
regarding the pathogenicity of C. pyogenes. 
Ernst, for example, considered it of no 
pathological importance, but Glage isolated 
strains from bovine and ovine mastitis, and 
Theobald Smith obtained a number of strains 
from the pneumonic lungs of calves. More 
recently Minett and Lovell have observed this 
organism associated with calf pneumonia and 
bovine mastitis, and I obtained it in pure culture 
from a pneumonic lung of a calf in Herd 1. At 
the end of the year then, when the outbreak 
subsided, we had not arrived at a_ specific 
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diagnosis, but we had definitely eliminated the 
idea of a Pasteurella infection. 

In 1937, the unexpected happened and the 
trouble as Mr. Mitchell has told you, cropped up 
again in Herd No, 1 shortly after the cows were 
turned out to grass. The cases seemed identical 
with those of the earlier cuibreak. In July, just 
before Mr. Mitchell received the Ministry’s 
report, I visited the farm and diagnosed husk on 
two dead calves, and naturally both Mr. Mitchell 
and I began to suspect that huskworms might 
also be responsible for the trouble in the cows. I 
therefore obtained samples of faeces from five 
sick cows, and examination by the Baermann 
technique showed a few huskworm larvae in 
three of these samples. On the strength of these 
findings the cattle were immediately confined 
to their sheds, and thereafter, as Mr. Mitchell 
has stated, this second outbreak subsided fairly 
quickly. 

Mr. Mitchell has referred to the recovered cow 
which was subsequently sold and went to Wales. 
I was fortunate enough to examine the lungs of 
this cow, and although I detected no adult lung- 
worms, from five to eight lungworm larvae were 
present in each drop of exudate from the cut 
lung surface. There was no evidence of tuber- 
culosis. 

In my opinion, therefore, the diagnosis should 
be stated as verminous pneumonia associated 
with C. pyogenes infection. Some of you may 
be surprised not that we came to this opinion 
but that we were so long in doing so. However, 
I venture to say that the outbreak presented 
several unusual features, and I must confess that 
for months the idea of husk did not occur to 
me. Husk is commonest in young stock, and 
outbreaks in adult cattle are rather uncommon. 
Then again husk is ushered in usually with a 
husky cough or bark, but in the outbreak we 
are considering the first symptom was a rapid 
rise in temperature, and coughing was not at 
all pronounced. Altogether the acute Onset and 
rapid course suggested a bacterial rather than a 
parasitic infection, and post-mortem examina- 
tions tended to confirm this view. The animals 
appeared to die,.not from dyspnoea or asphyxia, 
but from toxaemia, arising from a lung a portion 
only of which was diseased. So far as I can 
recall I never noted a single mature lungworm 
in the specimens examined, and [| think Mr. 
Mitchell has said the same thing. It was not 
until we both visited the National Congress at 
Bournemouth that quite independently we began 
to think along these lines. 

In considering this outbreak, it seems to me 
that two points stand out with some clearness, 
first that the aetiological chain was made up of 
two probably equally important links, and 
secondly that Jersey Island cows, particularly 
those newly imported, are rather susceptible to 
husk and its complications, If we consider the 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


May 27th, 1939. 


pathogenesis of D, viviparus we find that third- 
stage larvae zeach the air-passages of the lung 
by piercing the pulmonary capillaries, and the 
resulting injuries to the lung parenchyma 
undoubtedly, I think, paved the way for a fatal 
attack by C. pyogenes. Now, throughout this 
outbreak Shorthorn and Ayrshire cows were 
stabled in close contact with these Jersey cows 
—indeed all had been kept and managed under 
identical conditions—yet no cases occurred in 
either the Shorthorn or Ayrshire cows.  Pre- 
sumably all had an equal chance of picking up 
larvae and of contracting the initial lung injury, 
and this makes me think that Jersey cattle may 
be more intolerant of C. pyogenes infection. In 
the discussion on Mr. R. H. Smythe’s paper on 
husk at the National Congress at Bournemouth 
Mr. Turnbull (Lewes) drew attention to the 
susceptibility of newly imported Jersey cows to 
contract husk, and he stated that they almost 
invariably developed fatal secondary  pneu- 
monia. Similar information about Jersey cows 
has also been reported by others, including 
Barron, Hudson, ete. I understand that husk is 
unknown in the Island of Jersey, and if this is 
so, it may have a bearing on the question of 
immunity and allergy. 

I recall a serious outbreak of palpable husk 
in a herd of Ayrshire cows, which arose pre- 
sumably from manuring pastures with farmyard 
manure. Here a number of cows died from 
asphyxia, but not one from secondary pneu- 
monia. Finally, the above experience throws 
some interesting light on the pathogenicity of 
C. pyogenes. This micro-organism seems to be 
of variable pathogenicity, but usually I should 
say, possesses invasive powers of a low order. 
In general my experience agrees with that of Dr. 
Lovell who ina private communication expressed 
the view that some other factor was necessary 
in order to allow C. pyogenes to assume serious 
pathogenic properties. 

Mr. W. A. CampBett, Boroughbridge, after 
thanking Mr. Mitchell for presenting his paper 
for discussion, said he was surprised to note 
that haemorrhagic septicaemia had been  sus- 
pected and that specific treatment against this 
disease had been freely used. There did not 
seem to be a scrap of evidence to justify this 
conclusion. On the other hand, said Mr. Camp- 
bell, he would have been inclined to suspect 
some general factor as the cause, such as the 
feeding. In his area, considerable losses occurred 
from what appeared to be cotton-seed cake 
poisoning, and there seemed to be little doubt 
that this food could produce deaths if impro- 
perly fed or given in too large amounts. This 
also applied to barley meal and cooked wheal. 
Was the detail of the feeding and management 
thoroughly gone into, and if so, with what 
result? Mr. Campbell added that a tribute should 
be paid to Mr. Mitchell’s client, who might well 
be described as a long-suffering man. 

Mr. J. D. Peeve thanked Mr. Mitchell for intro- 
ducing the subject for discussion. Frankly, tt 
had been a puzzling case, and one in which any 
man might very easily have made a mistake. 
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The clue to the mystery seemed to lie in the 
pathogenicity of C. pyogenes, and it was neces- 
sary to know under what circumstances this 
organism became virulent. Possibly by passage 
through the herd its virulence had become 
exalted. In August, 1937, a client of his pur- 
chased two cows from the owner of Herd No. 1, 
and about ten days after they showed evidence 
of hoose. They were undoubtedly cases and an 
adult worm was actually detected at the posterior 
nares. Both animals developed slight pneumonia 
but both eventually recovered, although they 
later failed to pass the tuberculin test, due to 
there being infection on the buyer’s premises. 

_ Mr. J. R. Riper thanked Mr. Mitchell for his 
informative paper. He saw little or no evidence 
of a clinical nature to warrant any suspicion of 
haemorrhagic septicaemia, but due allowance 
should be made and a great deal of sympathy 
must be allowed to anyone faced with the 
problem which confronted Mr. Mitchell. Since 
anyone might easily find himself in a similar 
position, a frank discussion of the paper was of 
the greatest possible value. It should be borne 
in mind that members had the great advantage 
of being presented with a solution to the puzzle 
— was not available to Mr. Mitchell at the 
ime. 

_ The methods of infection in husk _ were 
important, and he would like to ask Mr, Mitchell 
how he thought infection had been transmitted 
in this outbreak. There was the well-known 
channel of infection from pasture, but wet floors, 
drinking places soiled with excreta, fodder from 
infested meadows and even intra-uterine infec- 
tion were all possible sources. 

In the light of the post-mortem lesions in the 
lungs, the disseminated grey areas scattered 
throughout the “— tissue, with minute greyish- 
yellow points in the areas of hepatisation, Mr. 
Rider suggested that one should take special care 
to eliminate the possibility of parasitic infection 
before incriminating some other causal agent. 
His experience in other forms of pneumonia 
suggested that grey hepatisation was not fre- 
quently seen at post-mortem examination. There- 
fore, in a mass outbreak of pneumonia amongst 
susceptible animals it might be wise to suspect 
parasitic infestation, at least until the contrary 
could be proved. He felt that the C. pyogenes 
infection was secondary to the lesions caused 
by migrating larvae. 

The attention paid to hygienic measures 
appeared to have checked the outbreak, but it 
was interesting to note the success which 
followed the use of sulphonamide in the later 
cases. His own experience in the use of this 
drug in the large animals had been limited and 
not too encouraging, possibly because he had 
not adopted the most suitable dosage and method 
of administration. Our knowledge of this drug 
was far from complete, and one should be 
cautious in ascribing virtues to any drug which 
it might not possess. Mr. Rider understood that 
adequate dosage in the large animals might be 
toxic, but obviously an inadequate dose could 
be of little value. He would like to hear Mr. 
Mitchell’s views on these questions of toxicity 
and dosage. 

Mr. J. W. Procrer congratulated the speakers 
for their clear exposition of a most interesting 
and important problem. He was of the opinion 
that C. pyogenes was a normal inhabitant of the 
respiratory tract of bovines, and would have 
been inclined to suspect a more generalised 
cause, such as a nutritional or mineral imbalance. 
It required a large number of lungworms to 
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produce serious symptoms in cattle, and he 
wondered if the calcium and phosphorus levels 
in the blood-stream had been estimated. 

Mr. J. P. PICKERING said that it was only too 
easy to criticise other people in retrospect. A 
sudden or acute disease in cattle was occasion- 
ally due to a massive infestation by huskworms, 
and if more microscopic examinations had been 
made, it seemed possible that immature lung- 
worms would have been discovered. He did not 
observe any likeness to haemorrhagic  septi- 
caemia in either the clinical signs or post- 
mortem changes described by Mr. Mitchell. He 
did not like the suggestion that the disease was 
due to C. pyogenes, since this micro-organism 
is generally associated with pus production, and 
he did not see any pus in the’ specimen 
exhibited by Mr. Mitchell. He agreed with Mr. 
Campbell that feeding errors could cause serious 
losses, but said that, so far as he knew, the 
specific cause of this was unknown, 

Mr. T. WILKINSON, having congratulated Mr. 
Mitchell on his paper, pointed out that at the 
end of his discourse Mr. Mitchell was unable to 
make up his mind as to whether or not the pneu- 
monia was contagious. Yet on the first page a 
diagnosis of contagious pneumonia had _ been 
given. Mr. Wilkinson said that he thought that 
had more post-mortem examinations been under- 
taken (in case after case he had said “ no post- 
mortem examination made”) he would probably 
have found the larvae or even some mature 
worms. In Mr, Wilkinson’s opinion the outbreak 
was primarily hoose complicated with secondary 
pneumonia. it appeared to him that the Ayrshire 
cows had acted as carriers of huskworm infec- 
tion. The pastures and hay from the land were 
no doubt severely infested and the susceptible 
Jersey cows became infected, either at pasture 
or from the hay. It was known that the larvae 
retained their vitality for a considerable period 
on the outside of haystacks although the heat 
generated near the centre of the stack would kill 
the larvae. 

It was quite possible that the calves which 
died soon after birth had been affected with the 
same disease as the adults, resulting from a pre- 
natal huskworm infection through the larvae 
penetrating the pulmonary circulation. Mr. 
Wilkinson asked how long did the cow sold to 
Wales take to develop the disease, after her 
arrival there, and also if the alleged pulmonary 
tuberculosis was cofifirmed in the portion of 
lung sent to Mr. Lyle Stewart. 

Mr. G. M. G. OLIver stated that a client of his 
purchased one animal from the owner of Herd 
No. 1, and this animal developed pneumonia 
and died. About the same time he had five cows 
develop pneumonia. He desifed to ask Mr, 
Mitchell whether he used the creosote mixture 
as an anthelmintic in an endeavour to kill larvae 
in the intestines. Was there no treatment that 
might with benefit be applied to the land in 
order to kill larvae? 

Mr. H. S. Evpuick enquired if the farms under 
consideration were not greatly over-stocked with 
cattle. 

Tue REPLY 

After expressing thanks for all the kind things 
said about him by the various speakers, Mr. 
MircHeLy said he would like first of all to con- 
gratulate Mr. Lyle Stewart on his masterly 
contribution to the discussion. He had to agree 
with the general verdict that probably he (and 
here Mr. Lyle Stewart must share the blame) had 
been remiss in not detecting strongyle larvae 
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earlier. Nevertheless, he always had at _ the 
back of his mind the possibility of husk, and he 
pointed out that until July, 1937, no one’s interest 
had been prejudiced by the failure to diagnose 
the disease correctly. He would also remind the 
audience of the peculiar circumstances surround- 
ing the outbreak. Thirty-one cows ill with pneu- 
monia—something had to be done, and although 
he knew quite well that a Pasteurella infection 
had not been diagnosed, one had the owner to 
consider and it was impossible to wait for the 
next casualty. Mr. Lyle Stewart suggested a 
Pasteurella infection, and this explained why 
this specific antiserum was used. Therefore, the 
suggestion of haemorrhagic septicaemia should 
not be magnified out of its proper perspective. 
With regard to grazing, he agreed that it would 
have been safer to have allowed the calves to 
graze during the early spring and to have kept 
them in during the summer months, and _ this 
would have been done had the diagnosis been 
established earlier. Concerning the manage- 
ment, Herd No. 1 belonged to a gentleman who 
was an expert in dairy husbandry, and the cattle 
were fed and managed according to the latest 
scientific ideas. The herd was tubercle-free and 
abortion-free, and the cattle, apart from this 
outbreak of pneumonia, extremely healthy. He 
did not for a moment suspect that a nufritional 
or mineral imbalance was a_ basal factor in 
causing the outbreak under discussion. With 
regard to the epidemic of scouring in calves, 
these animals were about six weeks old, and the 
trouble cleared up with ordinary treatment. 
Jersey calves seemed rather delicate during their 
first week, and the quantity of milk fed should 
always be strictly regulated; in fact, the less 
milk the better, and if necessary dilute with 
equal parts of boiled water. There was never 
any evidence of cotton-cake poisoning. He would 
like to say that, as already explained by Mr. 
Lyle Stewart, the typical picture of pyogenes 
pneumonia was only seen in chronic cases, and 
the specimen now exhibited was from a very 
acute case, and this explained the absence of 
pus. The creosote mixture had been used as an 
anthelmintic and intestinal antiseptic. So far as 
he knew there was no effective land dressing 
and ploughing seemed to be the only sure way of 
destroying larvae. There could be no doubt that 
these farms were now heavily stocked with 
cattle; on one farm from 30 head to 120 head in 
about ten years. This was without doubt an 
important factor in the pathogenesis of the out- 
break. ' 

Referring to treatment with sulphanilamide, 
Mr. Mitchell explained that the dosage had been 
largely governed by the high cost of the drug. 
Apparently the ideal to be aimed at was a daily 
amount estimated on the basis of 1 grm. per 10 Ib. 
body weight to be given at frequent intervals. 
This would mean some 20 grm. every six hours 
or so in the case of a Jersey cow—roughly over 
£2 worth of drug in one day. It would require 
a good deal of courage to persist with expendi- 
ture at this rate. However, he was of the opinion 
that, provided treatment commenced at an early 
stage, even small doses appeared to be of value 
— in view of the fact that encouraging results 
with the drug had been obtained in other types 
of pneumonia in bovines, he was prepared to 
continue to experiment with it. 

Mr. LyLe Stewart, at the request of the Presi- 
dent (Mr. Callender) added a ‘bw notes dealin 
with the laboratory aspect of the outbreak, an 
concluded by saying that if the disease was still 





troublesome it might be necessary to try the 
effect of toxoid 


immunisation. 
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Infectious Pneumonia of 
Calves or Calf Influenzal 
Pneumonia" 


A Preliminary Note 


H. G. LAMONT and W. R. KERR 


VETERINARY RESEARCH DIVISION, MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE, STORMONT, BELFAST 


Periodically we are consulted about deaths 
from pneumonia, particularly in calves from 
about two weeks to nine weeks of age. The 
disease is widespread in this country and in 
Kire and is responsible for serious loss. 

Symptoms.—The chief symptoms noted are, 
first, sneezing, followed later by coughing and 
accompanied by a catarrhal discharge from the 
nose. Sometimes a slight ocular discharge is 
noted as well. A yellow-coloured diarrhoea may 
or may not be present in the later stages. Some 
calves may show no other symptoms and under 
good conditions recover, but unfortunately the 
general experience is that a fatal type of pneu- 
monia results, which one might describe as 
being of a progressive nature in that the 
animals gradually and perceptibly worsen from 
day to day until death results. The mortality 
averages about 50 to 60 per cent., but we have 
encountered cases where an entire lot of calves 
(e.g., in one instance 30 calves) have 
succumbed. In some calves the disease runs a 
very chronic course and the calves literally 
waste away. 

Outbreaks are more common in the spring 
time probably owing to the seasonal incidence 
of calf rearing in our agricultural districts, but 
cases are met with at all seasons. The history 
and symptoms of these outbreaks struck us as 
not being dissimilar to the disease which we 
have termed piglet influenza in young pigs. 

On post-mortem examination a similar type of 


pneumonia is found involving chiefly the 
anterior lobes of the lungs (azygos lobe 
particularly). 

BACTERIOLOGICAL FE/XAMINATION, — In many 


animals killed and examined immediately after 
death cultural examination on ordinary media 
gave negative results. In some instances a 
bi-polar organism was isolated and in a few 
cases Corynebacterium pyogenes (chronic cases 


principally). Slides from cases which were 
negative on cultural examination showed 


occasionally a slender slightly curved Gram- 
negative bacillus. This organism is difficult to 
grow and cultures have been secured only on 
cooked blood agar and subcultures have not 


*See also Clinical Communication by Mr. 
Hugh D. Gilmore in this issue—Editor. 
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been successful. We are of the opinion that 
this organism corresponds to the influenza 
bacillus referred to by Shanks and Lamont 
(1938) in connection with piglet influenza in 
the paper presented to the Glasgow Veterinary 
Congress in September, 1938 (Vet. Rec. 50. 42.) 
Actually both Shanks and Lamont have 
experienced great difficulty in growing HH. 
influensae suis and subcultures invariably die 
out) Cunpublished observation ). 

TRANSMISSION EXPERIMENTS.—The disease has 
heen transmitted by contact to three healthy 
calves, coughing being heard five to six days 
after contact was established and a_ typical 
pneumonia supervened, indistinguishable from 
that of the cases used for the contact experi- 
ment. 


The disease has also been transmitted to a 
calf by grinding up a portion of pneumonic lung 
with sand and saline and filtering through fine 
muslin and injecting 10¢.c. of the filtrate 
intranasally. The temperature chart of the calf 
is as follows (date of injection 19/3/38) :— 


Date Temperature 

19/3/38 102°8 

20/3/38 104 

21/3/38 1048 

22/3/38 104 

24/3/38 103°5 Coughing present 

25/3/38 103 

26/3/38 103°4 

27/3/38 103 

28/3/38 104 

29/3/38 1046 Calf dull and de- 
jected 

30/3/88 104-7 Diarrhoea 

1/4/38 104°6 Calf obviously much 
worse 

2/4/38 104 Respiratory distress 


and calf killed 


Post-mortem examination revealed a_ typical 
pneumonia in no respect different from what is 
observed in natural cases. 

A portion of the pneumonic lung from the 
experimental case was ground up with saline 
filtered through muslin and inoculated into a 
second calf. The highest temperature recorded 
by this calf was 103°4°. It was not heard 
coughing until the 14th day. Thereafter it 
commenced to get thin and a fairly profuse 
nasal discharge was noticed. The calf was killed 
on the 24th day. Post-mortem examination 
revealed a typical pneumonia. Culturally a 
slender Gram-negative haemophilic organism 
was recovered. Unfortunately the organism was 
lost on subcultivation. 

A third calf was inoculated with muslin 
filtrate from calf No. 2 and developed symp- 
toms of coughing and nasal discharge within 
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six days. It was killed on the 15th day. At 
post-mortem examination a typical extensive 
pneumonia was found, the azygos lobes being 
completely solid. Cultures were negative. 

A fourth calf was inoculated with muslin 
filtrate from the lung of calf No. 3 as 
described. Coughing was heard on the ninth 
day and the calf progressively got worse until 
acute respiratory distress was present on the 
15th day when the calf was killed. The highest 
temperature recorded was 105° on the twelfth 
day. Typical lesions of pneumonia were found 
at post-mortem examination. Cultures were 
negative. In all, the disease was taken by the 
muslin filtrate inoculation through six calves 
when the experiment was discontinued after 
six positive serial transmissions. 

FILTER EXPERIMENTS.—From calf No. 2 a 
muslin filtrate was prepared as described. This 
filtrate was passed through a pulp filter and 
then through a Berkefeld filter. 15 ¢.c. of the 
filtrate obtained from the Berkefeld filter was 
inoculated intranasally into a calf, together 
with a suspension in saline of the Grain- 
negative haemophilic organism isolated from 
ealf No. 2. This calf developed typical symp- 
toms and was killed on the 17th day. Typical 
lesions were present. Cultures were negative 
although in this case a suspension of the 
haemophilic organism had been — injected 
intranasally. A Seitz filtrate was prepared 
from the pneumonie lesions present in calf No. 
3, and 15¢.c. of the filtrate was injected 
intranasally into a calf. Symptoms of coughing 
and slight nasal discharge set in on the seventh 
day. The calf was slaughtered on the 14th day 
and typical well-defined lesions of pneumonia 
were present involving particularly the azygos 
lobe and peripheral lobes. A) second calf was 
injected intranasally with a Seitz filtrate pre- 
pared from this positive case from a_ Seitz 
filtrate, and 15 ¢.c. of the filtrate were injected. 
The calf followed the same course as the pre- 
ceding calf and was killed on the 14th day. 
Detinite lesions of pneumonia were found at 
post-mortem examination involving the azygos 
lobe and the anterior lobes.* Cultures were 
negative. 

INOCULATION OF MICK wWitH BERKEFELD FIL- 
TRATE.—Three mice were etherised and three or 
four drops of filtrate prepared from No. 2 calf 
were instilled into the nostril. The mice were 
killed on the seventh day and small areas of 
red hepatisation were found in the lungs of two. 
A further three mice were inoculated from 
these two apparently positive cases, using a 
muslin filtrate. These mice were negative on 
post-mortem examination. 

Unfortunately we have been unable to take 
our experiments further, but the work that has 
been done indicates that calf pneumonia or calf 
influenzal pneumonia is infectious and that it is 
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likely that the exciting cause is a_ virus.* 
Sufficient work on the bacteriology of the 
affected lungs has not yet been carried out but 
it is hoped that these notes may prove useful 
to other workers better placed as regards staff 
and finance to investigate this serious problem. 

TREATMENT.—Treatment of affected calves in 
natural outbreaks with May and Baker’s 693 
has been tried with excellent results so far 
10 tablets (5 grm.) are administered per os asa 
preliminary dose and repeated every six hours. 
Usually marked improvement is noted within 
24 hours and apparently hopeless cases have 
recovered in three days. 





*In connection with previous work done on 
the subject of infectious respiratory affections, 
perhaps we may make reference here to the 
observations of Waldmann and Kébe_ (1935) 
(Berl. tierdrzil, Wschr. 51. 2. Infectious 
Bronchitis in Cattle) in which they claim 
respiratory trouble in cattle to be caused by a 
virus, said by them to be identical with that of 
their epidemic coughing of racehorses.—Editor. 








CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Infectious Calf Pneumonia 
or Calf Influenzal 
Pneumonia* 


HUGH D. GILMORE, m.R.c.v.s. 
KircusBin, Co. Down 


History.—During a visit to a farm on May 
2nd, 1939, to attend to an injured mare, my 
client’s wife consulted me regarding the loss of 
three young calves which had died during the 
preceding four days. The information supplied 
was that originally the number of calves was 
13, varying in age from two to seven weeks. 
Seven of these calves had been bred gn the 
farm and six had been purchased in Belfast 
market. The last-purchased calves had arrived 
on the farm on April 21st, 1939. On or about 
Saturday, April 29th, some of the calves were 
observed sneezing and later coughing with a 
clear watery nasal discharge. The faeces were 
a bright canary yellow colour with offensive 
sinell and a tendency to be diarrhoeic. Three 
calves had died. 

Examination.—On examining the remaining 
tien calves one was found to be in a moribund 
condition and four others were dull and listless 
and exhibiting symptoms of respiratory dis- 
tress (accelerated respirations). The tempera- 
tures of these four calves varied between 104 
and 106° F. All the calves had fed that morn- 


*See also article by Messrs. Kerr and Lamont 
in this issue.—£ditor. 
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ing with the exception of the dying one and the 
one recording a temperature of 106° F. 

Knowing that the Research Laboratory staff 
were interested, a telephone call was put 
through to Mr. Lamont. He considered the 
symptoms highly suggestive of calf influenza 
and advised me to obtain a supply of May «& 
Baker's “ 693” if possible. At the same time he 
arranged for his colleague, Mr. Kerr, to visit 
the farm and conjointly a post-mortem examina- 
tion was conducted on a dead calf. 

Post-mortem examination revealed an exten- 
sive pneumonia, involving principally the 
anterior lobes of the lungs, but also extending 
into the main lobe. The azygos lobe was almost 
completely solid. Mr. Kerr informed me that 
the pneumonia was typical of the condition 
which he and Mr. Lamont associated with 
calf influenza. Mr. Kerr referred to good 
results obtained with “693” (M. & B.) and 
recommended that a dose of ten tablets crushed 
and suspended in six ounces of water be given 
to each calf. 

On Wednesday, May 3rd, each calf received 
ten tablets of “693” (M. & B.) as recom- 
mended. At the time of dosage all the calves 
were looking a little brighter than they were 
late on the evening of May 2nd at the time of 
the post-mortem examination. On May 4th all 
showed a marked improvement including the 
ealf which was moribund on May 2nd and 3rd 
and which the owner expected to die. This 
improvement was maintained and at the time 
of writing (May 11th) all the ten calves appear 
to have recovered completely, 


Cyst of the Right Oviduct 
in a Fowl 


R. F. GORDON and J. S. GARSIDE 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, 
VETERINARY LABORATORY, New Haw, 
WEYBRIDGE 

In view of the reference to cysts of the rudi- 
mentary right oviduct of the fowl, in the recent 
article by Messrs. White and Ellis* and the 
subsequent correspondence on the subject, the 
following short description and accompanying 
illustration is of some scientific interest. 

On April 27th, 1939, a White Leghorn hen 
was received for routine examination from a 
county egg-laying trial. Post-mortem examina- 
tion showed the presence of two oviducts, the 
right oviduct in appearance being as fully 
developed as the active, normal, left. The right 
oviduct was greatly distended at its upper third 

*Wuite, E. G., and Exuis, A. A. B. Causes of 
Condemnation by Meat Inspectors of Fowls of 
the “ Old Hen” Class. Vet. Rec. 51. 15. 475-478. 
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to form a thin-walled cyst, approximately six 
inches in diameter and containing about one- 
and-a-half pints of a clear, colourless fluid in 
which were whitish flocculi. The oviduct lay 
to the right of the mid-line and terminated in 
the right side of the cloaca. The ovary was 
fully active and the left oviduct active and 
normal. 

The accompanying photograph clearly illus- 
trates the abnormality. 





The laying trial management state that the 
fowl was approximately 13 months old and that 
it had laid 110 eggs during the course of the 


test. The bird had been several times in the 
laying trial hospital, and had been ill for a 
period of three days before death, showing 
symptoms of egg trouble. 





EVALUATION OF HYDROGEN PEROXIDE 


In a paper read before the Society of Public 
Analysts and Other Analytical Chemists on April 
5th, Mrs. S, M. L. Tritton, F.1.c., M.p.s., described 
experiments on the efficiency of stabilised 
hydrogen peroxide solution. Eight stabilised and 
three _unstabilised solutions of hydrogen 
peroxides were titrated by permanganate, 
thiosulphate (after liberation of iodine) and 
titanous chloride. Titrations correlated well for 
the unstabilised peroxides, but the titanous 
chloride figures were low for all the stabilised 
peroxides, even when the stabiliser present was 
sulphuric acid. This may be taken as an indica- 
tion of the formation of addition compounds 
between the peroxide and the stabiliser, which 
are not easily reducible by titanous chloride, 
but which can be oxidised by permanganate. It 
was found that the titanous chloride titration 
could be completed with permanganate. A 
method employing catalase was evolved for 
estimating ease of decomposition of hydrogen 

eroxide. As a result of the investigation, it was 
ound that if the stabiliser present had catalase- 
inhibiting properties or sreduced a pH unfavour- 
able to catalase, the efficacy of the hydrogen 

eroxide would be seriously impaired.— 

harm, J. 


VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 21. Vo. 51. 675 


ABSTRACTS 
[Dystokia in the Bitch and Cat due to Trans- 
verse Presentation. A Simplified Method of 

Embryotomy. (Trans. title.) CnHoLer, R. 

(1938.) Rec. Méd. vét. 114. 11. 718-720.) 

The author describes the origin of dystokia 
in the bitch and cat due to transverse presenta- 
tion and outlines a method of treatment which 
he has elaborated, following which parturition 
is speedily completed with a favourable 
prognosis for the mother. 

He states that the condition originates as 
follows: the head (which is usually abnormally 
large in these cases) of the foetus encounters 
the brim of pelvis instead of entering the pelvic 
canal and, following uterine contraction, is 
deflected into the uterine cornu of the opposite 
side to that from which it originated. The paw 
of one forelimb usually projects from the vulva, 

It is considered impossible to remove the 
foetus by manipulation because of the uterine 
contractions, and embryotomy using forceps is 
condemned by the author because of the grave 
laceration of the uterus and vagina inflicted by 
the jaws and aris of the forceps. 

The author uses a hooked instrument fitted 
with a long handle, an écarteur, with which he 
divides the foetus in the region of the neck by 
compression between the hook and the pelvic 
brim. The hook may be made smaller for use 
in eats by clamping in a vice. 

The leg presented is drawn out of the vulva 
as far as possible by using forceps and the hook 
guided over the neck by the finger. It is now 
drawn strongly but with care towards the 
operator who can feel the tearing of the foetal 
tissues. A second attempt may be necessary 
before the foetus is completely divided. The 
head and body are now extracted separately. 
Laceration of maternal tissues is thus avoided 
and the risk of infection reduced to a minimum. 

The author describes two typical cases, one 
in a fox terrier bitch and the other in a cat. 
Labour had been in evidence in the bitch for 
24 hours. In both cases recovery was rapid 
following treatment. J. W. D. 

*x * * * ok 


[The Resistance of the Swine Fever Virus to 
Physical Agencies and Chemical Disinfectants. 
Stavin, G. (1988.) J. Comp. Path. and Ther. 
51. 3. 213.] 

Samples of infected serum adjusted to pH 
40, 60, SO and 10°0, filtered and stored in the 
refrigerator, were found to” retain their 
infectivity for at least 78 days. At pH of 14 
and 13°0 infectivity was lost within an hour. 

Bricks and chopped hay, contaminated with 
the virus by drying a suspension of infected 
spleen on to them, were tested for infectivity by 
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the inoculation of susceptible swine after seven, 
14, 21 and 2S days’ exposure to the air. No 
virus could be demonstrated after the seventh 
day. 

The resistance of the virus to the common 
disinfectants was investigated. Two per cent. 
caustic soda, 1 per cent. formalin, 2-5 per cent. 
phenol, 2 per cent. lysol, 02 per cent. corrosive 
sublimate, 1 per cent. copper sulphate and an 
11°25 per cent. solution of hypochlorite (11°35 
per cent. available Cl in undiluted solution) 
all failed to disinfect a mixture of infected 
spleen suspension and faeces, after being in 
contact for 15 minutes. Using a 5 per cent. 
phenol solution and a 12°5 per cent. hypo- 
chlorite solution it was found possible to 
destroy the virus in this mixture within this 
time. H. H. S. 


* ae * * * 


[The Distribution of Phosphorus in the Leg 
Bones of Chickens. Dors, M. J. L., JANSEN, 
B. (. P., Sizoo, G. J., and vaAN DER MAAs, 
Gi. J. (1988.) Nature. 142. 953-954. | 


It is now generally accepted that the total 
phosphorus content of the bones of cases of 
rickets is diminished. The above workers have 
investigated the distribution of phosphorus in 
the leg bones of normal and rachitic chickens 
by means of a radioactive phosphorus isotope 
as an indicator. Data were obtained from eight 
chickens. The results indicated that the phos- 
phorus content of the dried matter in the 
epiphysial part and in the diaphysial part is 
larger in the normal than in the rachitic 
chicken but that in both the normal and rachitie 
chickens the phosphorus content of the 
diaphysial part seems to be larger than that 
from the epiphysial part of the same _ bone. 
From both radioactivity measurements and 
radiographs it was also shown that phosphorus 
metabolism is more intense in the bone of the 
rachitic chicken than in that of the normal 
chicken and more intense in the epiphysiai part 
than in the diaphysial part of the same bone. 

J. &. 
* * * * * 
Artificial Hibernation. 
Nature. 142, 1157.] 


[Production of 
SUOMALAINEN, PP, (1938.) 
Characteristic features of natural hiberna- 

tion in hedgehogs are an increase in the 

magnesium content of the serum, hypoglycaemia, 
and a decrease in the adrenaline content of the 
adrenals. 

The injection of hedgehogs subcutaneously 
with insulin and large doses of magnesium 
chloride simultaneously, produces a condition 
closely resembling natural hibernation. Sensi- 


bility and muscle tone are preserved and the 
animal rolls up in the natural way. 

If the magnesium is given alone, the hedge- 
hog becomes limp and insensible and there is 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons 


Meetings of Council 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF 
COUNCIL 


(Continued from page 653) 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT (Cont.): 


The PRESIDENT: We now come back to the 
original motion moved by the Chairman of the 
Committee, who accepted an amendment pro- 
posed by Professor Buxton, so that the motion 
is: “That the Report of the Examination 
Committee be adopted, subject to the proviso 
that Item III (b) be referred to the Examination 
Syllabus Committee for special consideration.” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: With regard to 
Item LV, Applications from Refugees, | am not 
in full recollection that the resolution as given 
in the Report is the resolution adopted by the 
Committee. As given in the Report, the resolu- 
tion reads: ‘That the matter be referred to 
the Home Office for advice, the Secretary being 
instructed to furnish the Home Office with par- 
ticulars of the applications and the circumstances 
which have led the Committee to decide against 
the admission of the applicants to the examina- 
tions of the College.”’ As I reeall it, no definite 
decision was taken; the decision was deferred 
while awaiting such advice or information as we 
might receive from the Home Office. I suggest 
that the correct wording would be “‘. . . par- 
ticulars of the applications and the circumstances 
which have led the Committee to defer their 
decision as to the admission of applicants to the 
examinations of the College.” 

The PRESIDENT: In place of the words 
‘“ decide against ’’ you wish to have the words 
* defer their decision as to.” 

Major DuNkIN: I am sorry that I cannot 
agree, because that was not in my memory the 
opinion of the Committee. As I remember the 
discussion, the opinion was unanimous that 
these foreign refugees to whom reference is made 
be not accepted until we had received the advice 
of the Home Office after the Home Office had 
received our statement of the cases concerned. 
I submit that that, though perhaps not the exact 
wording, is the sense of the decision of the 
Committee. I have no doubt in my mind at all 


produced a hyperglycaemia and an increase in 
the adrenaline content of the adrenals. Sensi- 
bility and muscle tone can be restored by the 
injection of calcium chloride; the adrenaline 
and blood sugar figures falling at the same 
time, H. H. 8S. 
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that the Committee unanimously supported 
that contention, that they did not wish these 
men to come into this country. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : I suggest that Major 
Dunkin’s wording exactly conforms with the 
interpretation that I have put upon it. He said 
the decision was not to admit them pending 
advice from the Home Office. That means that 
the decision was deferred. 

Major Kirk: But whatever the advice from 
the Home Office, we do not require these people. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: That does not arise 
at the moment. It is a question of the correct- 
ness of the Report. 

Major DuNKIN : I should like to read, to clear 
the air, the paragraph immediately preceding 
the resolution: ‘‘ During the discussion it was 
pointed out that if permission were granted to 
any of the applicants to take the examinations 
for the Diploma of M.R.C.V.S., that would 
authorise them to practise in this country, and 
in view of the fact that at each of the Veterinary 
Schools there are long waiting lists of candidates 
who are unable to obtain admission, in some 
cases until 1941, it would be inadvisable to grant 
any concessions to foreign graduates.’’ I submit 
that that is a very true and accurate description 
of the discussion which took place. 

Professor J. F. CRAIG: With regard to that 
point, if my memory serves me, a proportion of 
the applicants were already qualified, and would 
only be attending in the final year, if required 
to attend at all. I.do not think that the position 
would be the same as in the case of a student 
entering a veterinary school for the first time, 
so that what is stated here does not quite apply 
to the particular group of men who have been 
applying. 

Major DuNKIN: It applies only to some of 
them, I agree. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK : Would not 
the resolution be perfectly in order if the words 
“for advice’ after the words ‘“ Home Office ” 
were omitted? This is what I voted on. I 
could not see what advice we wanted from the 
Home Office, and I read it that the matter be 
referred to the Home Office, the Secretary being 
instructed to furnish the Home Office with 
particulars of the applications and the circum- 
stances which had led the Committee to decide 
against the admission of the applicants to the 
examinations of the College. If the words “‘ for 
advice’ are omitted, I suggest that the resolu- 
tion will be in order and will fulfil the intention 
of the Committee. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: I still submit that 
that would not be a faithful record of what took 

lace. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK: That is 
what I voted on. 

The PRESIDENT: I understand that the 
Chairman of the Committee accepts Colonel 
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Brittlebank’s suggestion to leave out the words 
‘* for advice.” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : In my submission it 
is not correct. It is not a question of interpreting 
the opinion of even the majority of the Com- 
mittee at that time; it is a question of the 
record of what actually took place. 

The SECRETARY : My note is that the applica- 
tions be refused, and that meant—I have used 
my own words here—that it would be inadvis- 
able to grant any concession to foreign graduates. 
We decided against admitting them to our 
examinations, because when we admit them to 
our examinations, if they pass they have become 
members of the Royal College and entitled to 
practise in this country. On those grounds their 
applications to be admitted to our examinations 
were to be refused. 

Major Kirk: Is not it a fact that they were 
refused only pending some advice that we were 
going to get from the Home Office ? 

The SECRETARY : If that is the case, it seems 
to me that it is merely a matter of the interpre- 
tation of words. We decided against the 
admission of the applicants to the College for 
the time being. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: The decision was 
deferred. 

The SECRETARY: The wording does not pre- 
clude the Committee from going into it again. 
I therefore think that Professor Wooldridge’s 
proposal and the wording here mean the same 
thing. 

Dr. SHARE JONES: Did not we feel that we 
were bound to consider these as ordinary 
applicants unless we received some special 
advice from the Home Office? If Dr. X from 
Czechoslovakia applies here, I suppose he would 
be eligible to be treated as Dr. Y of Greece would 
be in the usual way, unless we received advice 
from the Home Office to the contrary. 

Major DuNkIN: That is the position now. 

Colonel G. K. WALKER: I agree with this, 
but I think a little alteration in the wording 
might satisfy others. We might say * which 
have led the Committee to arrive at the above 
decision.” 

Major Kirrx: I should like to know, for my 
edification, whether it is a fact that, if this 
Report is adopted, the Council may in fact con- 
sider at some later date the admission of a 
limitless number of foreign refugees to this 
institution. 

The PREStDENT: I do not think that that 
point arises. We are simply discussing the 
correctness of this interpretation of what was 
done in the Committee. 

Major Kirk: Will you tell me when the 
opportune moment arrives for me to raise this 
matter again ? 

The PRESIDENT: I want a form of words 
acceptable to all parties. 
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Major DUNKIN: We have discussed this long 
enough, and I will accept anything. It does not 
make any difference. 

The PRESIDENT: Then I will put the motion 
that the Report of the Examination Committee 
be received and adopted, subject to Item IIT (b) 
being referred to the Syllabus Committee. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE: We went into this very 
thoroughly, and I do not see why we should 
refer it back again. I should like to move as an 
amendment that the Report be received and 
adopted as it stands. 

Colonel WALKER: I will second that. 

Professor BUXTON: That is contrary to the 
suggestion which I made some time ago. I am 
afraid most people will have forgotten by now 
why I raised the point. This matter has not been 
discussed by the relevant Committee. I did not 
give a lengthy explanation in support of my 
suggestion, and I suggest on a point of order 
that this matter should be referred to the 
appropriate Committee. There is a mistake in 
the labels put on these Committees which 
apparently no one noticed. If the meeting on 
Wednesday was in fact a meeting of the Examin- 
ation Syllabus Committee, as I am now told that 
it was, and not of the Examination Committee, 
then this matter should have been referred to 
the Examination Committee. It has not been 
referred to the Examination Committee, and I 
therefore claim as a right that it should be 
referred to the Examination Committee before 
it is approved by this Council. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE : I am in favour of denying 
Professor Buxton any rights! We discussed 
this matter very fully, and the point he is after 
is the fourth year in pathology. We discussed 
it and defeated it by 7 votes to 5. I hope that 
we shall abolish any rights of any kind ! 

Professor BUxTON: I said before that I am 
not in the habit of making misstatements. Dr. 
Whitehouse did not beat me by 7 votes to 5; 
I was not at the meeting of the Syllabus, Com- 
mittee. I wanted to discuss this in the Examina- 
tion Committee, and by some oversight it was 
not brought before the Examination Committee ; 
and I say that it should be brought before that 
Committee before coming before this Council. 

The PRESIDENT : Sometimes the Examination 
Committee exists as one body and sometimes as 
another ; sometimes it meets as a special com- 
mittee and sometimes as the Syllabus Com- 
mittee, but they are all the Examina ion Com- 
mittee. When this matter was brought before 
the Examination Committee I suppose it should 
have been called the Examination Syllabus 
Committee, but there was a great deal of other 
work to do, and it combined two entities into 
one sitting of the same body. I think that that 
is how the trouble arose. 

Professor BUxToN: In the two reports sent 
to us to-day, reference is made to the previous 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





May 27th, 1939. 


publication of two sets of minutes. There cannot 
have been any confusion, because you could not 
have published Wednesday’s minutes before 
Thursday’s meeting, and therefore I am justified 
in assuming that the meeting on Wednesday was 
in fact the Syllabus Sub-Committee, and that it 
has not reported to the Examination Com- 
mittee. You cannot have two sets of minutes 
published for the same Committee. 

The SECRETARY: The Examination Syllabus 
Committee was at one time a sub-committee of 
the Examination Committee, but the matter 
became too big for a sub-committee, and the 
Examination Committee itself was appointed 
the Special Committee for Syllabuses, and it is 
the whole Examination Committee which sits in 
a different capacity as the Syllabus Committee. 
It is not a sub-committee of the Examination 
Committee but a Special Committee, and there- 
fore it has reported to the Council direct and not 
to the Examination Committee. It may be that 
you wish that method to be changed, but every 
member of the Examination Committee receives 
the agenda of the Syllabus Committee, so that 
every member of the Examination Committee 
has an opportunity of being present when the 
syllabus is being discussed, and therefore I 
assumed that the Examination Committee as 
the Special Committee for Syllabuses should 
report direct to the Council. If that is not what 
is intended, I should like to be instructed 
accordingly, and it can be altered. 

Dr. SHARE JONES: Is the opportunity pre- 
sented now for Professor Buxton to discuss this 
matter ? 

Professor BUXTON : In order to save the time 
of the Council, I have asked that this matter 
should be referred back. I do not mind whether 
it is referred to the Examination Committee or 
the Syllabus Committee or anywhere else, so 
long as the procedure is regular. 

In reply to the Secretary, I must point out 
that on previous occasions a report has been 
made by the Special Syllabus Committee to the 
Examination Committee, but on this occasion 
it has not, and confusion has arisen. All I am 
asking is that this section may be referred back. 
There is no desperate urgency about it. 

Major Kirx : If we are asked to vote for the 
adoption of this Report, we are asked to adopt 
possibly the admission of a limitless number of 
aliens into this profession. (Cries of dissent.) 
That is what it says. 

The SECRETARY: The Report definitely says 
that it is inadvisable to grant any concessions. 

Major Kirk: Until the Home Office gives us 
some advice. 

The SECRETARY: Then it would come before 
the Committee again. 

The PRESIDENT: I must first put the amend- 
ment that the Report be adopted as it stands, 
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Major Dunkin: I suggest that the motion 
should be for the adoption of the Report with 
the exception of Item III (b), which will be 
referred back for further consideration. I 
accepted that a long time ago. If Dr. White- 
house does not agree, he can vote against it. 

The PRESIDENT: Then I put to the meeting 
the motion that the Report of the Examination 
Committee be received and adopted, with the 
exception of Item III (b), which should be 
referred to the Examination Syllabus Committee. 

The motion was carried. 

Major Dunkin (Chairman) then read the 
Second Report of the Examination Committee, 
as under, and moved that it be received and 
adopted :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Correspondence. — Letters relating to the 
educational standard of candidate No. 6,338, 
aged 33, who had passed an examination in 
America for admission to an American veterin- 
ary college, were considered. 

It was resolved, (a) “That candidate No. 
6,338 be registered as eligible in respect of 
general education under the conditions apply- 
ing to candidates of mature years”; (b) “ That 
if certified as eligible, he be admitted to the 
First Examination in July, 1939.” 

Educational Certificates—A list of educa- 
tional certificates in respect of candidates Nos. 
6,349 to 6,351, 6,353 to 6,385, was submitted 
and approved. 

Matriculation Exemplion.—(a) Applications 
were received from two foreign students for the 
recognition of their educational certificates. 

It was resolved, “ That the consideration of 
the applications be deferred until the candi- 
dates have supplied evidence that their certifi- 
cates will admit them to a Faculty in a British 
University.” 

(b) The Secretary submitted evidence show- 
ing the diversity of requirements for admission 
to different Faculties in British Universities. 

It was resolved, “ That the wording of the 
regulation in regard to the registration of 
educational certificates be redrafted, the matter 
being left in the hands of the President, Chair- 
man and Secretary.” 

Irish Conjoint Board Preliminary Examina- 
tion.—It was resolved, “ That the recognition of 
the preliminary educational examination of the 
Irish Conjoint Board be_ discontinued in 
respect of all candidates applying for registra- 
tion after the session commencing in October, 
1939.” (Amended in conformity with resolution 
of Council.) 

EXEMPTIONS AND CONCESSIONS. 

(i) Bye-law 62: 

It was resolved, (a) “ That exemption under 
the provisions of Bye-law 62 be granted to the 
following candidates: Nos. 6,252 to 6,263, 6,265, 
6,266, E2 to E7, E9, E10, E12, and that exemp- 
tion from examination in the _ subject of 
Chemistry and Physics be granted to candidate 
No. E11. : 

(b) “That the question of the exemption of 
candidates holding certificates of the Conjoint 
Board of Physicians and Surgeons in Chemistry 
and Physics and Biology passed at separate 





examinations, be placed on the Agenda of the 
next meeting.” 

(ii) Bye-law 95: 

An application was received from a final year 
student at the Ontario Veterinary College for 
admission to the examination for the Diploma 
of M.R.C.V.S, after obtaining the Degree of 
B.V.Se. (Toronto). 

It was resolved, “ That this candidate be 
admitted to the prescribed Final Examination 
after attendance for one session at an affiliated 
veterinary college, the prescribed additional 
subject to be Pathology and Bacteriology.” 

Number of Internal Examiners.—The Secre- 
tary submitted a memorandum giving extracts 
from the Charter showing the limitations as to 
the number and nature of duties of the Internal 
Examiners, and the difficulties in applying the 
terms of the Charter to cases where either there 
was more than one principal teacher for an 
examination subject, or one principal teacher 
teaches two subjects. 

After discussion it was agreed that = any 
alteration of the present arrangements could not 
be made without an amendment of the Charter. 

Local Secretaries’ Fees.—The Secretary sub- 
mitted a statement showing the amounts of fees 
paid to the respective local secretaries for the 
past four years, from which it appeared that 
some amendment of the scale of payment was 
advisable. A revised scale of payment was 
approved for recommendation to the Finance 
Committee. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS.—Applications for 
election as Examiners in the’ subjects” of 
Chemistry and Physics, Biology, Animal Manage- 
ment, Veterinary Pathology and _ Veterinary 
Parasitology were received and considered. 

It was resolved to recommend, “ That the 
following be elected Examiners in the subjects 
named for a period not exceeding three years: — 
Chemistry and Physics. 

G. D. Lander, p.se. 
J. E. Mackenzie, p.Sc. 
Biology. 
G. Lapage, M.A., M.Sc., M.D., Cu.B. 
R. S. ae ene M.A., D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S.E. 


Animal Management. 
C. Davenport, F.R.C.Vv.S. 
W. A. Wood, 'M.A., M.R.C.V.S. 


Veterinary Pathology. 
, ae 





Bosworth, M.A., B.Sc.,  M.R.C.V-S., 
D.V.S.M, 
W. M. Scott, M.p. 
Veterinary Parasitology. ° 
R. H. Knowles, M.R.C.Vv.S. 


E. L. Taylor, M.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.” 


MEMBERSHIP EXAMINERS’ EXPENSES. — This 
question was again discussed and it was re- 
solved to recommend, “That the Finance 
Committee be requested to reconsider’ the 
decision taken at its last meeting (January 
Minutes, paragraph 7 (v)), that in respect of 
future examinations payment of expenses be 
made for one day preceding the oral examina- 
tion in addition to any necessary time occupied 
in travelling.” 

In consideration of the large number of papers 
requiring to be examined before the oral 
examination commences, the Examination Com- 
mittee recommends that payment should be made 
for not more than two days preceding the oral 
examination in addition to any necessary time 
occupied in travelling. 
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Date of Written Examination—The Secretary 
reported that it had been found impossible to 
obtain a room for the written examination in 
London for the dates fixed by the Council, 
namely, June 29th and 30th, but that he had 
been able provisionally to secure suitable rooms 
for June 30th and July 1st. 

It was resolved to recommend, “That the 
action of the Secretary be approved and _ that 
the date of the written examination be altered 
to June 30th and July Ist.” 

Annual Report.—The draft Annual Report 
relating to the work of the Examination Com- 
mittee during the past year was considered and 
with a few verbal amendments was approved. 


Mr. G. P. MALE seconded the motion. 

Professor CRAIG: There is one small verbal 
alteration which may be required. With regard 
to the Irish Conjoint Board Preliminary Examin- 
ation, according to the wording it would appear 
that the recognition of the preliminary educa- 
tional examination would be discontinued only 
for the Dublin Veterinary College and it might 
allow entrance to other affiliated schools. I 
suggest that we should delete all the words after 
the word “‘ discontinued ’’ down to but excluding 
the word “ after.” 

The SECRETARY: It was in fact only allowed 
for students of the Dublin College. 

Major DUNKIN: I agree to that. 

The motion was carried. 


Registration Committee. 


The SECRETARY read the First Report of the 
Registration Committee, as under :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


Report OF P.D.S.A. Sus-COMMITTEE 


The following report of the P.D.S.A. Sub- 
Committee, dated April 12th, was read and 
adopted : — 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

CORRESPONDENCE, — Correspondence was 
submitted and considered. This included :— 

._._ (a) A letter from the Secretary of the 

N.V.M.A, stating that the Council of the 
Association at a meeting held on April 4th 
had approved the principle of co-operation 
with the P.D.S.A. and expressed its desire 
to do all that it could to bring about the 
efficient working of this collaboration. 

The Council of the Association had 
resolved that an endeavour should be made 
to form a Joint Committee of representa- 
tives of the R.C.V.S. and the V.M.A. to 
consider all developments that are likely to 
follow upon the arrangements made with 
the P.D.S.A., with a view to evolving some 
yracticable scheme acceptable to the pro- 
ession, and expressed the hope that the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. would agree to the 
suggestion. 

At this point Mr. Bridges-Webb, General 
Secretary of the P.D.S.A.. who was_ in 


attendance, was called in. He was asked 
whether any reports had yet been received 
from the representative of the P.D.S.A. who 
was calling on veterinary” surgeons to 
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explain the proposals. Mr, Webb stated that 
reports were not yet available, but he would 
submit them to the Sub-Committee as soon 
as possible. 

It was resolved, (i) “ That the considera- 
tion of the correspondence be deferred to 
the next meeting.” 

(ii) “ That the Secretary be instructed 
to reply to the N.V.M.A. _ that the 
Sub-Committee would welcome the attend- 
ance of three’ representatives. to be 
appointed by the Council of the N.V.M.A, at 
the next meeting of the Sub-Committee, to 
be called at an early date by the President.” 

(b) A communication from the Hon. 
Secretary of the N.V.M.A., with a copy of the 
reply sent by the President. 

{t was resolved, “ That the action taken 
by the President be approved, and that any 
further statement regarding the negotiations 
which have been proceeding be deferred for 
consideration to the next meeting.” 


CASES AGAINST UNREGISTERED PERSONS. 

N.130.—Described as “ Veterinary Surgeon” 
in telephone directory. The Secretary reported 
the action he had taken in this case and that he 
was still in correspondence with the Post Office. 
The case was therefore ordered to stand over. 

N.153.—Stated to have been described as 
“ Police Vet.” A letter from the local police was 
submitted stating that it was known that this 
person was not a veterinary surgeon. 

N.186.—Use of title “ M.R.C.V.S.” No further 
communication was received but the case was 
ordered to be kept on the file. 

N.195.—Using title “ Veterinary Surgeon.” It 
was resolved, “ That a prosecution be instituted 
in this case if satisfactory evidence be obtain- 
able.” 

N.196.—Using title “‘ Horse, Cattle and Canine 
Specialist.” It was resolved, “That a prosecu- 
tion be instituted in this case if satisfactory 
evidence is obtainable.” 

N.197.—Using title “ Veterinary Surgeon.” The 
solicitor reported that the prosecution in this 
case had been dismissed, it being held that the 
offence was due merely to carelessness in not 
striking out the title before appending his 
signature to a certificate. 

N.198.—Using title “ Qualified Animal Practi- 
tioner for all animal treatment, lethals, etc.” The 
Secretary was instructed to ask for an under- 
taking to discontinue all words used in contra- 
vention of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

N.199.—Using title “ Veterinary Surgeon.” This 
case was ordered to stand over for further 
evidence. 

N.200.—Described as “ Veterinary Biologist.” 
The Secretary submitted correspondence in this 
case and was instructed to continue his enquiries 
and report to the next meeting. 

N.201.—Described as “ Veterinary Surgeon ” 
in newspaper. The Secretary submitted corre- 
spondence showing that this person had_ not 
used the title but that by some error the title 
had been ascribed to him. Further enquiries 
are proceeding. 

Correspondence. —— Correspondence with the 
Pharmaceutical Society was submitted in regard 
to the case of a chemist using the title 
“Veterinary Chemist,” “ Canine Specialist,” 
* Advice Free.” The Law Committee of the 
Society had written to the chemist suggesting 
that he should modify the descriptions used and 
had received a reply from him indicating his 
willingness to modify the advertisement, 











Annual Report.-The_ draft) Annual Report 
relating to the work of the Committee in regard 
to unqualified persons was considered and 
approved, with one verbal amendinent. 

The PRESIDENT proposed the reception and 
adoption of the Report. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK 
the motion, which was carried. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Seal of the 
College be attached to the prosecutions ordered. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK seconded 
the motion, which was carried. 

The SECRETARY then read the Second Report 
of the Registration Committee, as under :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


seconded 


Cases AGAINST MEMBERS. 


2607. Ruthven, W. P., Dunfermline.—The 
Registrar announced that a letter had been 
received from this member stating that he would 
not be able to attend the meeting of Council 
called for Friday, April 14th, 1939. 

2615.—Advertising by means of boards. A 
letter was received from this member stating 
that the sign boards complained of had been 
altered in accordance with the Council's 
instructions. 

2610.—Correspondence was submitted show- 
ing that this member had submitted tuberculin 
test certificates relating to the tuberculin testing 
of bulls under the provisions of the scheme for 
encouraging improvement in the breeds of cattle 
under the Department of Agriculture for Eire, 
the acceptance of which certificates had been 
refused by the Department of Agriculture on the 
ground that the temperatures shown on the 
charts were such as to throw doubt on the 
manner in which the tests had been taken. 

It was resolved, “That the Registrar’ be 
instructed to submit the correspondence to the 
member in question and to ask him for his 
observations thereon.” 

2617.-Alleged indirect advertising in a news- 
paper article. A letter of explanation and regret 
from this member was received and accepted. 

2618.—A report was submitted from  H.M. 
police to the effect that this member had been 
sentenced to 15 months’ imprisonment in_ the 
second division on the charge of submitting 
false accounts to one of H.M. inspectors of 
taxes. The report was received and ordered to 
be brought up again in due course. 

2619.—Use of large sign. It was resolved, 
“ That this member be requested to give an 
undertaking that the offence complained of will 
be discontinued.” 

2620.—A police report was submitted to the 
effect that this member had been convicted on a 
charge of being drunk in charge of a motor 
vehicle and was fined and her licence suspended 
for twelve months, 

A letter of explanation and regret signed on 
her behalf by her father, was received. The 
Registrar was instruc ted to write to this 
member warning her as to her future behaviour. 

2621.—-Alleged signing of a certificate in 
respect of tests part of which was carried out 
by two unqualified persons. It was resolved, 
“That this member be called upon to appear 
before the next meeting of the Committee to 
answer the charge.” 

2622.—-Alleged signing of a certificate in 
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respect of clinical inspections and tuberculin 
tests in respect of work not carried out by 
himself. Ji was resolved, “ That this member be 
called upon to appear before the Committee at 
its next meeting to answer the charge.” 

APPLICATION FOR RESTORATION.—An application 
for the restoration of his name to the Register 
was received from Mr. James Graham whose 
name had been removed by the Registrar under 
the provisions of Sec. 5 (4) of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 1881. The application was found 
to be in order and it was resolved to recom- 
mend, “ That the Registrar be instructed to 
restore the name of Mr, , ot. Graham to the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Annual Report.—The_ draft Annual Report 
relating to the work of the Registration Commit- 
tee in regard to complaints against members was 
consiimad. and with a few minor amendments, 
was approved. 


The PRESIDENT proposed the reception and 
adoption of the Report. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK seconded 
the motion, which was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: I move that the Registrar 
be instructed to restore the name of James 
Graham to the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

The SECRETARY: I should like to take the 
opportunity, as a matter of urgency, to submit 
to you the application for restoration of William 
Albert Devlin, now in Edmonton, Alberta, whose 
applic ation, though not in the prescribed form, 
gives the prescribed facts, and has been declared 
before a notary public. The name was removed 
by me under See. 5 (4) because he had neglected 
to furnish me with his address. He has explained 
that he was abroad, and now applies for restora- 
tion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK: I move 
that the request be complied with. 

Mr. MALE seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


The SecRETARY: I have to apologise on 
his behalf for the absence of Captain Simpson, 
the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, 
who is not able to be present. The Report of 
the Committee is as follows :-— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Private Bills.—A letter was received from the 
Parliamentary Agents to the effect that they had 
examined ail Private Bills and Provisional 
Orders and found that there was nothing 
requiring the attention of the Committee. 

Public Bills—The following Bills were sub- 
mitted: Protection of Animals Bill, Protection 
of Animals Bill No. 2, Riding Establishments 
(Registration and Inspection) Bill. 

In regard to the first two Bills there was 
nothing requiring the attention of the Com- 
mittee. With regard to the Riding Establish- 
ments (Registration and Inspection) Bill, the 
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Clause in regard to the appointment of veterin- 
ary surgeons, to which objection had been taken 
a me Committee, had been amended to read as 
ollows:— 


“3. The Local Authority may— 


(a) authorise in writing any duly quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon at all reasonable 
times to enter any premises registered under 
this Act as a riding establishment or any 
premises which they have reason to believe 
are used as a riding establishment, and 
inspect such premises and any horses found 
thereon which are used for the purpose of 
being let out for hire for riding or for 
providing instruction in riding for payment 
or of providing demonstration in riding.” 


NATIONAL SERVICE—CENTRAL REGISTER 


The Secretary reported as follows:— 

1. A letter dated December 21st, 1938, 
was received from the N.V.M.A. stating that 
the Council of the Association had appointed 
a Special Committee to draw up a scheme 
for the organisation of the profession in a 
time of national emergency. This action 
was reported so that the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. might know that the matter was 
receiving the attention of the Association. 
The help of the College was desired in com- 
municating with non-members of _ the 
Association. 

2. This letter was submitted to the 
Council at the January meeting, when it was 
resolved that the clerical assistance asked 
for be given. 

3.. On February 8th, 1939, a letter was 
received from the Ministry of Labour asking 
whether the College would be willing to 
co-operate in the preparation of a National 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons. It was 
suggested that the most convenient method 
would be for the College to ask the N.V.M.A. 
to undertake the actual work of obtaining 
parciculars of veterinary surgeons, and that 
the College should be prepared to assist the 
Association to obtain particulars of veterin- 
ary surgeons not members of the Association. 
As the matter was urgent an early con- 
ference was suggested. 


4. The Registrar replied saying that the 
President proposed to confer with the 
President of the N.V.M.A. A copy’ of the 
official Register was sent. 


5. The President met the President of the 
N.V.M.A. on February 13th, and on Feb- 
ruary 17th the Registrar wrote to. the 
Ministry of Labour stating that it had been 
agreed that the work of compiling a Central 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons could best 
be carried out = the Association, and that 
the College would be willing to assist the 
Association in any way in its power. The 
specimen circular submitted had therefore 
been sent to the N.V.M.A. 


6. It is understood that a representative 
of the National Service Department of the 
Ministry of Labour attended a meeting of 
the General Purposes Committee of the 
N.V.M.A. on Tuesday, February 21st, 1939. 


7. On February 22nd, 1939, the Secretary 
of the N.V.M.A. wrote stating that the matter 
had been considered on the previous day 
and that in the light of further information 
obtained the General Purposes Committee 
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felt that the assistance which the Ministry 
of Labour require in the compilation of the 
proposed Register could best be provided 
by the Registrar of the R.C.V.S. and an 
intimation to that effect was being sent to 
the Ministry. He therefore returned the 
specimen documents and added that if the 
Royal College would wish for any help that 
can be given in the Association Journal, the 
Editorial Committee would be only too 
pleased to give the Royal College every help 
that it could, 

8. Interviews with representatives of the 
Ministry of Labour took place at the 
R.C.V.S. on February 28th and March 13th, 
at which the form of the documents to be 
issued was settled, and the President under- 
took, on it being represented to him that 
the matter was now urgent, to issue the 
documents without waiting for the formal 
approval of the Council. The documents 
bay in fact issued on Monday, April 3rd, 
The cost of printing the’ circulars, 
envelopes and postages amounted to £16. 


It was resolved, “ That the action of the 
President be approved.” 

Vivisection Licences.—A_ letter from Major 
Kirk was read and considered, but it was 
resolved, “ That no action be taken.” 

Jersey Veterinary Act.—A communication was 
received from the Privy Council transmitting a 
copy of a new Act passed by the States of the 
Island of Jersey entitled “Law on the Practice 
of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery in_ this 
Island.” The law provides for the prohibition 
of practice in the Island except by registered 
persons, and applicants for registration must 
submit evidence that they are members of the 
R.C.V.S. The Act is to be submitted for ‘the 
approval of His Majesty in Council in due course. 

It was resolved, “ That the ay | be 
instructed to inform the Clerk of the Privy 
Council that the Council of the College approves 
of the new Act.” 

Annual Report.—The draft Annual Report 
relating to the work of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for the year was considered and 
approved, subject to the introduction of an addi- 
tional sentence in relation to the Agriculture 
Act, 1937, the drafting of the sentence to be left 
in the hands of the President, Chairman and 
Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT: In the absence of the Chair- 
man of the Committee, I move the reception and 
adoption of the Report. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK seconded 
the motion. 

Major Kirk: I do not know how far it is 
possible to ask the Committee to reconsider 
Item V of the Report (Vivisection Licences) and 
permit me to be present. There seems to be an 
impression on the Committee that I want to 
have my cake and eat it too. I want to give 
them some reasons. 

The PRESIDENT: Will you agree that in 
adopting this Report Item V shall be referred 
back, to give Major Kirk an opportunity to 
attend the Committee. 

The Council agreed, and on this understanding 
the Report was adopted. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE REGISTER 
The SECRETARY: A member wished to ask 
what was the effect of the National Service 
registration, but I believe he is no longer present. 
About 800 forms have been returned already. 


Library and Publication Committee. 


_ Mr. J. HoLRcyp (Chairman) read the following 

Report of the Library and Publication Com- 
mittee, and proposed that it be received and 
adopted :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


The Librarian submitted the following report, 
which was approved:— 

Loans.—the Librarian reports that during 
the last quarter 247 works were sent out on 
loan. The following are the detailed figures 
compared with those for the previous 
quarter and for the corresponding quarter 
of 1938:— 

Jan.—March, Oct.Dec., Jan.—March, 
1938 


1938 1939 
Journals ... 191 132 166 
Books ce 44 71 
Pamphlets, 
theses, elec. 8 1 3 
Reports, ete. 20 7 1 
Totals ... 265 184 


241 


It is notable that the borrowings of books 
have been heavier than usual during this 
quarter, 

Loans to and from other societies and 
institutions were as follows: 

To From 

British Medical Association... - 3 

Imperial Bureau of Agricultural 


Parasitology ite eek 7 
imperial Bureau”) of Animal 

Health ... me cad a« 20 1 
Imperial Institute of Entom- 

ology... re hia sie 1 
Journal of the Royal Army 

Veterinary Corps _... a = 
London School of Hygiene ... 1 8 
Medical Research Council 1 - 
Ministry of Agriculture FS - 4 
National Central Library oun a #8 
National Veterinary Medical 

Association... se ee 6 
Royal Society of Medicine _... 3 
Royal Veterinary College a 

31. 21 


The kind co-operation of other Libraries, 
shown increasingly in their willingness to 
lend books to this Library, has been of great 
value to borrowers. 

In addition to the above societies and 
institutions, 65 individual borrowers used 
the Library’s service; the figure for the pre- 
ceding quarter was 55, and, for the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1938, 70. The number 
of works lent by post during the quarter was 
204 and 37 were borrowed personally. 
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Readers and Visilors——Visits were made 
to the Library by 78 readers during the 
quarter: the figures for the preceding 
quarter, and for the corresponding quarter 
of 1938, were 38 and 51 respectively. There 
were also 27 other visitors, including a party 
of veterinary students from Hanover. 

New Library Hours.—Only five readers 
availed themselves of the late hours of open- 
ing on Mondays and Thursdays. 

Special Inquiries——These_ included _re- 
quests for literature dealing with the 
following subjects: Bracken poisoning; 
Epidural anaesthesia; Plastic surgery in 
small animals; Orchitis in bulls due_ to 
Brucella abortus; Effects on horses of fodder 
contaminated by fungus. 

Printed Catalogue——One more copy was 
sold, bringing the total up to 257. 

Disposal of Duplicates and Library Space. 

It has been found very difficult to pro- 
ceed with the disposal of unwanted dupli- 
cates with any speed; consequently it has 
not yet been possible to find room to 
accommodate elsewhere volumes which are 
seriously overcrowding the Library shelves. 

Presentations.—The following are present- 
ations of special note made to the Library 
during the quarter:— 

By W. Hamilton Kirk: Index of 
Diagnosis (Clinical and Radiological) 
for the Canine and Feline Surgeon. 1939. 

By Major W. P. S. Edwards: Girard, J. 
Anatomie des Animaux Domestiques. 
1807. j 

By Mr. Gladstone Mayall: Becker, E. 
Neuzeitliche Untersuchung und Behand- 
lung der Zahnkrankheiten beim Pferd. 
1938; Heidegger, E. Pelztierkrankheiten 
und thre Bekdmpfung. 1938. 

By Mrs. and Miss Kathleen Broad: 
Eight books of veterinary and medical 
interest belonging to the late Mr. Arthur 
Broad, M.R.C.V.S. 

By Mr. R. E. Glover: Current numbers 
of the British Medical Journal, 

By the Agricultural Research Council: 
Reports of the Council for 1931-37. 

By the Imperial Agricultural Bureaux: 
Current numbers of Animal Breeding 
Abstracts, as well as numbers missing 
from the Library set. 


Purchases.—The following are notable 
purchases made during the quarter:— 

Feldman, W. H. Avian Tuberculosis 
Infections. 1938. a ‘ 

Harris, L. J. Vitamins and Vitamin 
Deficiencies. Vol. I. 1938. 

Hegner, Root, Augustine and Huff. 
Parasitology, with special reference to 
Man and Domesticated Animals. 1938. 

Linstead, H. N. Poisons Law. 1936. 

Southwell, T., and Kirshner, A. A 
Guide to Veterinary Parantoleay and 
Entomology, for Veterinary Students 
and Practitioners. Second _ edition, 
enlarged. 1938. ; 

Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research. Report of the Food 
Investigation Board for 1937. : 

Numbers of the British Medical 
Journal missing from the Library set. 


Presentations.—A_ detailed list of presenta- 
tions made to the Library during the past 
quarter was submitted, and the Librarian was 
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instructed to convey the thanks of the Council 
to the respective donors. 

ASSISTANT LipRARIAN.—The resignation of the 
Assistant Librarian was received on his obtain- 
ing another appointment. 

it was resolved, (a) “That the vacancy be 
advertised, at a minimum commencing salary of 
£3 per week, the appointment being open to 
applicants of either sex”; (b) “ That the appoint- 
ment be left in the hands of the President, Vice- 
President and Chairman with power to increase 
the commencing salary if circumstances should 
warrant il.” 

Purchases.—A list of books 
purchase, together with a number 
sent on approval were considered. 

It was resolved, “ That the following volumes 
be purchased :— 

Hobday, Sir F. Surgical Diseases of the 
Dog and Cat. Fourth edition, Ed. J. MeCunn. 


suggested for 
of volumes 


1939. (21s.) 
Runnels, Russell A. Animal Pathology. 
464 pages. 127 illust. Ames, Iowa. 1938. 


(About 30s.) 7 
National Institute for Research in Dairy- 
ing. Milk and Nutrition. Parts 2 and_ 3. 
1938. (Each part 2s. 6d.) 
British Pharmacopoeia, 1932, and Adden- 
dum, 1936. (26s.)” 


Annual Report.—The draft Annual Report was 
considered and with a few verbal amendments 
was approved for issue to the profession. 

Surplus Books.—It was resolved, “ That the 
Librarian be instructed to collect such surplus 
and duplicate books as are available for dis- 
posal, and that after the approval of the Com- 
mittee has been obtained ieee books be given 
away to members or institutions desiring to 
have them.” 


Professor WOOLDRIDGE seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 


ANNUAL DINNER 


The SecreTaRy: At a meeting held on 
February 27th menus were submitted, and it 
was decided that the Annual Dinner be held at 
the Mayfair Hotel on June 21st. A preliminary 
list of guests was drawn up, and a toast list, and 
the price of tickets has been fixed at 12s, 6d. 


DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 


The SEcRETARY: The Draft Annual Report 
has been submitted to the Publication Com- 
mittee and to each of the Standing Committees, 
and has been amended in some respects. The 
amendments have been submitted to the 
Publication Committee, and the motion to be 
made now is that the Draft Annual Report, as 
amended and completed, be approved for publi- 
cation to the profession. 

Lieutenant-Colonel BRITTLEBANK moved this 
motion, which was duly seconded and carried. 


ELECTION OF EXAMINERS 


The PRESIDENT: In the absence of the 


Chairman of the Examination Committee, I 
move that the recommendations of the Examina- 
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tion Committee with regard to the election of 
Examiners, as set out in the Committee’s Report, 
be adopted, and the proposed appointments 
made. 

The motion was duly seconded and carried. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE: I move that we accord a 
cordial vote of thanks to Dr. Leiper. He was 
practically the founder of our subject of parasito- 
logy, and he gave the tone to the examination 
from the start. 

The motion was carried. 


NOTICES OF MOTION 


Dr. WHITEHOUSE: I desire to give notice of 
an amendment to a Bye-law in the form of a 
footnote to Bye-law 61: “‘ It is recognised that 
the affiliated veterinary schools may add other 
stipulations before certifying a candidate as 
eligible to take any examination.” 


The SEcRETARY: On behalf of the Chairman 
of the Examination Committee, I give notice 
that the revised syllabuses as approved by the 
internal and external examiners will be posted 
on the notice board for adoption as Bye-laws 
either at the next meeting or as soon as may be. 

The Quarterly Meeting of Council then 
terminated, and the Special Meeting followed 
immediately. 


Further Special Meetings of Council 


A special meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 
April 14th, 1939, immediately upon the termina- 
tion of the quarterly meeting. Mr. G. H. 
Livesey, President, occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting, 
which had been circulated, were taken as read, 
and were confirmed and signed. 

The SECRETARY: The alterations to the Bye- 
laws set out on the Agenda are mainly altera- 
tions in examination affairs, and have already 
been approved by the Examination Committee. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes: I beg to move that the 
alterations to the Bye-laws as follows be adopted. 

Bye-law 61.—Omit the word “ fourteen ” 
in line 3, and substitute the word “ twenty- 
one.”’ 

Bye-law 68.—Omit the word “ seven ”’ in 
line 2, and substitute the word ‘ twelve.” 

Schedule I].—Physiology and Biochemis- 
try. Omit “‘2 hours ”’ in line 3 and insert 
“23 hours.” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

The date of the confirmatory meeting was 
fixed for Thursday, April 27th, at 2.30 p.m. 

The proceedings then terminated. 
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VETERINARY STUDENTS AND MILITARY 
SERVICE 
A special meeting of Council was held at the 
‘College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
on Thursday, April 27th, 1939. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey (President) was in the 
Chair, and there were also present : Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Professor J. B. Bux- 
ton, Mr. H. W. Dawes, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Major W. I. Kirk, Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, Captain 
W. K. Townson, Mr. Arnold Spicer and Pro- 
fessor G. H. Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting 
held on April 14th, 1939, were read and signed 
as correct. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Professor T. Dalling, Messrs. P. F. Dolan, 
R. E. Glover, Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. J. 
Holroyd, Lieutenant-Colonel W. 8S. Mulvey, 
Mr. W. Nairn, Professor J. J. O'Connor, Captain 
R. Simpson, Colonel G. K. Walker and Dr. 
A. W. Whitehouse. 

Alterations to Bye-laws.—On the motion of 
Major G. W. Dunkin, seconded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, it was resolved :— 
‘“ That the alterations to Bye-laws passed at the 
special meeting of Council held on April 14th, 
1939, be confirmed.” 

Common Seal.—On the motion of the Presi- 
dent, it was resolved ‘‘ That the Common Seal 
of the College be attached to the Bye-laws as 
altered.” 

CONSCRIPTION BiILL.—As a matter of emer- 
gency the Secretary reported that he had been 
in communication with the Ministry of Labour, 
Ministry of Agriculture and the War Office in 
regard to the position of veterinary students and 
their liability for military service. He stated 
that he was obtaining information from the 
Principals of the Veterinary Colleges as to the 
number of students affected and their College 
status, in order to enable him to do what was 
possible to safeguard the interests of the students 
in relation to their professional examinations. 

It was resolved, ‘‘ That the matter be left in 
the hands of the President and Secretary to take 
such action as may be necessary.” 

Presentation of Books.—The Secretary reported 
that Miss Gray had offered to present to the 
College her late father’s collection of 300 volumes 
of ornithological works. If the offer was 
accepted, Miss Gray asked that the books might 
be transferred to the College without delay. 

It was resolved, ‘‘ That the offer be accepted 
with thanks and that the Secretary be instructed 
to arrange for the removal of the books at once.” 





The Isle of Man Government reports that the 
island has been continuously free from “ foot- 
and-mouth” disease since February, 1883. Nor 
has there been a single case of “sheep scab” 
reported since an inspector was appointed five 
years ago. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


North of England V.M.A.”" 


ANNUAL MEETING AT NEWCASTLE 


The annual general meeting of the North of 
England Division N.V.M.A. was held in the 
Agricultural Lecture Room, King’s College, 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, on Saturday, March 11th, 
1939. 

There were present: Mr, E. R. Callender 
(President), Messrs. J. J. McDowall, TT. Wilkin- 
son, W. A. Doughty, J. R, Rider, J. W. Rider, 
G. F. Pickering, J. P. Pickering, T. M. Mitchell, 
J. D, Peele, H. S. Elphick, C, Nicholson, A. C, 
Forbes, H. P. Lightfoot, G. S. Beattie, H. B. 
Allan, G, M, G. Oliver, D, M. Cochran, W. A. 
Campbell, and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Lyle 
Stewart. Mr. J. W. Procter attended as a 
visitor, Apologies for absence were received 
from Messrs. J. H, Taylor and P. Snaith. 

The business of the morning consisted of a 
general discussion on Mr, T. M. Mitchell’s 
paper entitled “An Outbreak of Bovine 
Enzootiec Pneumonia.” [Mr, Mitchell’s paper is 
reproduced earlier in this issue of the Record, 
together with a report of the discussion. 
—Editor.] 


Annual General Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Correspondence.—Under correspondence the 
Hon. Secretary reported receipt of a letter 
from the N.V.M.A, referring to the negotiations 
which have been undertaken between the Sub- 
Committee of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and representatives of the People’s 
Dispensary for Sick Animals of the Poor. Also 
a letter from the Secretary, N.V.M.A. referring 
to the Newcastle-on-Tyne R.S.P.C.A. Clinic. 
Another letter was received from the Secre- 
tary, N.V.M.A. dealing with the Consultative 
Committee’s opinion on the question of tuber- 
culin testing in the dales herds: A letter was 
also received from the President of the 
Northern Branch of the British Dental Associ- 
ation thanking the N.E.V.M.A. for their 
“generous hospitality” on the oceasion of the 
recent dinner, 

Council Report—The Secretary read the 
Council’s report, The main points in this 
report dealt with the arrangements for the 
forthcoming annual general meeting. It was 
also reported that Mr. T, R, Jarvie, of Gates- 
head, had tendered his resignation as a member 
of the Association, and that Mr, I. A. Graham, 
of Berwick-on-Tweed, desired to resign his 


*Received for publication April Ist, 1939. 
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membership since he had been transferred to 
Lanarkshire. The Council decided to accept 
these two resignations with regret. On the 
proposition of Mr. J. D, Peele, seconded by 
Mr, J. R. Rider, the Council’s report was 
adopted by the meeting. 

Secretary's Statement.—The Hon, Secretary 
then presented the ‘Treasurer’s report and 
financial statement together with a brief review 
of the work of the Division for the year. The 
Secretary reported that during 1938 there were 
47 members of the Association, which included 
six new members and one honorary member. 
The financial position of the Association was 
shown to be satisfactory, the balance on hand 
on January Ist, 1939, being £44 6s, 4d. Mr. 
J. D,. PEELE proposed that a sincere vote of 
thanks should be passed by the meeting to the 
Hon. Secretary for his work in connection with 
the recent N.E.V.M.A. Dinner. Mr. Peele said 
that this Dinner had been a great success and he 
felt sure that this was very largely due to the 
splendid arrangements made by the Hon. Secre- 
tary. Mr, T. M. Mircuertt seconded this 
resolution, which was passed unanimously. 

Nominations and Election.—Mr. D. 8. Haggart, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Mr, K. M. Jobson, 
Berwick-on-Tweed, were nominated for member- 
ship. Mr. Andrew Campbell, of Stokesley, was 
elected to membership on the propusition of the 
President, seconded by Mr, J. R, Rider. 

Induction of President.—Mr, E, R. CALLENDER 
then formally introduced the new President, Mr. 
H. Birkett Allan, In doing so, Mr. Callender 
expressed his appreciation of the way in which 
members had supported him during his year of 
oftice. He emphasised that the office of Presi- 
dent had a very broadening effect on one’s out- 
look, One had innumerable problems to deal 
with and it was essential that one should always 
keep the best interests of the Division at heart. 
He had no doubt at all that members would 
rally round Mr, Allan and make his year of 
office equally successful. Mr, Callender also 
paid tribute to the work of the Hon. Secretary 
whom he desired to thank for his help during 
his year of office. Mr. Allan was then formally 
inducted and after thanking Mr. Callender for 
his splendid services, read the following presi- 
dential address. 


Presidential Address 


Mr. H, B, ALLAN: As it has been the usual 
customary measure in the past for the Presi- 
dent, after being installed in office, to deliver 
an address, I have accordingly bowed before 
the inevitable and intend to inflict myself upon 
you for a brief space of time. 

I would like to make some comments on 
certain innovations which have been introduced 
during the last 12 months, which might, to some 
extent, affect us as professional men, and in 








the case of one particular innovation will 
possibly affect the veterinary student of the 
future. During the period under review, we 
have seen the introduction of two innovations 
which more or less form milestones in our 
professional history. I refer, first of all, to the 
new State Veterinary Service and, secondly, to 
the publication of the Loveday Report. 

We have now had the new State Service 
running for nearly a year, employing a large 
number of veterinary surgeons in a part-time 
or whole-time capacity, and combining the work 
and enterprise of these men in a manner which 
had not previously been attempted on such a 
vast and national scale. 


Surely this unity of purpose displayed by our 
profession will, in time, demonstrate to the 
general public that the veterinary profession is 
not, shall I say, a profession to be made use of 
by private individuals only, but one that plays 
an important part in the national economy of 
this country. 

Such a new undertaking as this State Service 
is bound to have critics, both constructive and 
otherwise, within the profession, and particu- 
larly in the early stages of its development, 
but I do not intend to dwell further on this 
phase, except to say that we, as either whole- 
time or part-time inspectors in this Service, 
should each one consider himself an integral 
part of the machine, on whose loyalty and 
efficiency the future well-being of the Service 
depends. Our clients, the farming community, 
are carefully watching its progress and par- 
ticularly the schemes which are being developed 
all over the country, and proof of this can be 
furnished almost weekly in the columns of the 
farming periodicals, 

Technical difficulties may arise in the prac- 
tical working of these schemes, but these diffi- 
culties should never be allowed to assume such 
proportions, or cloud our general outlook to 
such an extent as to affect the loyalty we must 
maintain as members of the veterinary pro- 
fession. 

I will now turn to the second innovation, 
which has caused a considerable amount of 
correspondence in the Record, and is being 
much debated in veterinary circles, and that is 
the Loveday Report on Veterinary Education in 
Great Britain. 

After reading this report, one’s mind 
immediately becomes centred on one’s own 
college days, and then there arise mental 
visions of those days, which one naturally 
compares with the findings of the Loveday Com- 
mittee, Whether the total result of these 
musings is pleasing or otherwise, it is for each 
individual to decide, but in giving this report 
your consideration it would perhaps be as well 
to place oneself in the position of an impartial 
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outsider, having at the same time some inside 
information of the whole position. 

I do not intend to deal with the pros and 
cous of this report, but I feel sure one can 
deduce from it a rather important point or 
theme which forms a fundamental factor in 
the report, and incidentally in our professional 
lives. I refer to the policy of professional 
isolation which we, as veterinary surgeons, 
have, shall I say, unwittingly adopted, and 
which does not tend to promote or encourage 
professional intercourse with those members of 
the allied professions or sciences. 

Most of us already meet members of these 
other professions both privately and socially, 
but only very occasionally in the past have we 
endeavoured to invite their presence at the 
meetings of this Division, and their participa- 
tion in our papers and the contingent dis- 
cussions. We have in the meetings of this 
Division an excellent vehicle for the purpose, 
and members of these professions could be 
occasionally invited to give papers of common 
interest, or provide us with subject matter for 
debating purposes, How interesting it would 
be, for instance, to hold a debate on “ Milk 
Production,” with medical, agricultural and 
veterinary members taking part. It would be 
enlightening to hear the other fellow’s point of 
view and possibly be of educational value to 
all coneerned. I do not wish to press this 
matter any further in this address, but would 
suggest that the attendance of members. of 
other professions at our recent dinner provides 
a suitable starting point for the future guidance 
of the Council of this Division, 

It is not my intention to dwell, in this address, 
on another topical subject, in which many are 
interested. I refer to the future of the pro- 
fession with regard to poultry diseases, but as 
you will be well aware, this matter is still in 
the hands of the appropriate Committees, and 
at the present moment receiving their atten- 
tion. While considering this question of 
poultry diseases, it is well to remember that 
in forwarding our claims as a profession, we 
are at the same time sufficiently endowed with 
the necessary knowledge to substantiate such 
claims, It will be remembered that this 
Division arranged an excellent and instructive 
course on poultry diseases and husbandry some 
time ago, but little has been done since. Pos- 
sibly this could be followed up by a further 
course of practical demonstrations, both in the 
laboratory and in the field, with great advant- 
age, and so refresh our memories of the previous 
course, 

A new and very topical question has recently 
arisen which may concern us all, I refer to 
A.R.P., with particular reference to the domes- 
ticated animals. It may be possible that we 
will soon be receiving some information on this 
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matter from our parent body, and we will 
therefore await such information with interest, 

Coming to the workings of ourown particular 
Division, we have had a most useful and 
successful year. For once in a while we have 
not introduced a new winter course of lectures, 
so I suppose we are resting on our oars while 
the other Divisions catch up to us, This is, as 
you know, no idle boast, as we have generally 
set the pace in past years, Our membership 
appears to remain steady and financially we 
are sound, and long may we remain so. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I thank you for the 
patience you have shown in listening to my 
address. I will endeavour during my year of 
office to maintain the prestige and dignity 
expected of the President of N.E.V.M.A. and 
I hope thereby fulfil your expectations in 
electing me to this office. 

Any other business.—Under this heading Mr. 
J. R, Riper suggested that the innovation of 
stencilling the scientific paper had been very 
successful, since it allowed members to take 
part in a considered discussion. Mr. Rider 
proposed that in future as far as possible papers 
should always be stencilled and distributed to 
members in advance. This was seconded by Mr. 
PICKERING and carried. 

Mr. J. D. Peeve gave particulars of an 
extensive outbreak of ragwort poisoning affect- 
ing bovines. Mr. Otiver made the suggestion 
that in future the business meeting might be 
held on the morning of the annual general meet- 
ing to allow of the scientific papers being dis- 
cussed in the afternoon when possibly more 
members would be able to attend. It was 
agreed to refer this suggestion to the Council 
who would do their utmost to accommodate 
members’ convenience in this matter. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting the 
members joined the ladies in the University 
Union. As the result of the ladies’ effort £25 
was raised and forwarded to the Hon. Treasurer 
of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

W. Lyte Srewart, Hon. Secretary. 





THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 

A sessional meeting will be held at Newport 
(in conjunction with the Welsh Branch of the 
Society of Medical Officers of Health and the 
South Wales and Monmouthshire Centre of the 
Sanitary Inspectors’ Association) on Friday, 
June 2nd, 1939, at 5 p.m., in the Town Hall, 
Newport, Mon., when discussions will take place 
on “Co-ordination between Local Authorities 
and the Ministry of Agriculture in the Admini- 
stration of the Agriculture Act, 1937 (Part IV),” 
and “ The Réle of the Health Department in Air 
Raid Precautions Organisation.” The opener of 
the first discussion will be Dr. Gwyn Rocyn 
Jones, Bacteriologist, Monmouthshire C.C., and 
of the second, Mr. C. J. Burr. Chief Sanitary 
Inspector, Newport. 
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In Parliament 

The following questions and answers have 
been recorded in the House of Commons 
recently :— 

VETERINARY SERVICE, WALES 

Mr. Hopkin asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he will consider setting up a_ field 
station for veterinary service in Wales to work 
in conjunction with a suitable University? 

Sir RK. DorMan-Smitu: If the hon. Member is 
referring to a field station for research and 
investigational work a station on a fixed site has 
not so far been found necessary in Wales. Full 
field facilities have readily been provided by 
Welsh farmers for the work of the two Veterin- 
ary Investigation Officers for Wales, who are 
stationed at the University College of North 
Wales, Bangor, and at the University College of 
South Wales and Monmouthshire, Cardiff 


Farm ANIMAL CLINICS, WALES 


Mr. Hopkin asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he will take “> to set up a farm 
animal clinic in Wales, cause inquiries to be 
made as to the extent of support such clinic 
would receive from veterinary surgeons, and 
consider establishing it in the town of Carmar- 
then as the most central and most convenient 
position for such clinic? 

Sir RK. Dorman-Smitu: It is quite outside the 
scope of my functions to provide clinics for 
animals. In the circumstances the latter part of 
the question does not arise. 


WARBLE FLy 


Mr. R. Gipson asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he has considered the need for taking 
further steps towards eradicating the warble fly 
pest by making appropriate provision for the 
compulsory dressing of all imported cattle at the 
port of landing? 

Sir R. Dorman-Smitu: I have received repre- 
sentations urging the compulsory dressing of 
imported cattle at the port of landing as an aid 
to the eradication of the warble fly pest. As at 
present advised, I do not consider that the 
results to be anticipated from such a require- 
ment would justify the dislocation of trade at 
the ports which its enforcement would involve. 

Mr. R. Gisson asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture whether he has considered the desirability 
of requiring farmers to make a periodical 
return of dressings of their cattle against the 
warble fly menace, giving particulars of the 
number, type and age of the cattle so treated? 

Sir R. DorMAN-SMITH: The suggestion that 
farmers should be required to make a periodical 
return of dressings of cattle infested with the 
warble fly maggot will be considered together 
with other proposals for the amendment of the 
Warble Fly (Dressing of Cattle) Order, after the 
close of the current dressing season which ends 
on June 30th next. . 

Mr. R. Gipson asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he has considered the observations on 
the drafting of the Warble Fly (Dressing of 
Cattle) Order, 1936, made by the judges of a 
King’s Bench ‘divisional court in giving judgment 
recently in an appeal against a conviction for a 
contravention of the said Order; and if he has 
decided to re-draft the Order acc ordingly? ? 
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I have considered the 


observations to which the hon. Member refers. 
They were, I gather, based on the assumption 
advanced by the prosecution that the Order was 


intended to require the 


treatment of infested 


cattle by both methods prescribed in the Order, 
whereas the two methods are intended to be 


alternative. 


Order on this and on 


consideration. 


The question of the revision of the 


other points is under 


* * 


R.C.V.S. MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATIONS 


Animal Management 


List oF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 


(Continued from page 658) 


GLASGOW: 


Angus, C. E. 
Barratt, A. J. 
Baxter, J. D. 
Bayliss, J. B. 
Beatton, Miss M, C. 
Bell, A. K. 

Bennie, G. A. 
Bradley, J. F. 
Bryson, I. C. 
Calder, R. H 
Clarke, A. A. 
Coats, W. A. 
Evelyn, Miss A, 
Gaston, Miss D. A 

‘ (credit) 


(credit) 


Hendrie, E. W 
Hill, David 
Holmes, H. V. 
Holt, A. F. 
Lall, D. S. P. C. 
Lithgow, Thos. 
Loughridge, S. (credit) 
MacFarlane, D. L. 
Macleod, W. J. 
McElhone, J. S. 


EDINBURGH: 


Brotherstone, J. G. 
Burns, Matthew 
Clark, H. R. 
Comline, R. S. 
Couston, J. M. 
Coveney, P. V. 
Crichton, R. V. 
Daniell, G. H. 
Edes, P. M. 

Elise, J. B. 
Forsyth, John 
Gammack, K. C 
Garden, J. F. 
Gillespie, A. C 
Greenwell, G. 
Gracey, J. F. 
Greig, W. A. 
Guilbride, P. D. 
Hogg, A. H. 
Hughes, E. E 


. (credit) 


(credit) 


Maneely, R. B. 
Mathieson, N. H. 
Millar, A. (credit) 
Moir, R. S. (credit) 
Monie, K. R. 
Neilson, J. 

Nimmo, 7 K. 

Noble, zy (credit) 
Orr, i. 

Lay a A, 
Paton, N. J. A. 
Payne, H. M 
Pinkney, 
Porter, Miss E. V. H. 
Quigley, P. J. 

Sim, L. S. 

Sinclair, W. B. V. 
Skillen, W. W. 
Smith, Miss D. 

Steele, R. L. 

Sumner, K. C. 
Taylor, G. B. 

Thain, R. I. 


Tufts, F. A. (credit) 


Watson, M. 


Hunnifor.d, J. N. 
Inglis, J. W. C. (credit) 
Keswani, D. G. 
Lindsay, George 
Longley, R. F. A. 
Lowes, Emerson 
Macdonald, D. M. 
Maclean, Roderick 
McDougall, J. B. 
Massey, Roger 
Moring, C. A. 

Morris, W. M. S. 
Oliver, D. F. 

Pearson, R. G. 
Smith, D. C. 
Sutherland, D. J. B. 
Tallantire, I. W. 
Walker, K. A. (credit) 
Warren-Smith, L. 
Wolfe, T. B. 





As a protection against an extension of any 
future outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in the 
county the Hertfordshire Farmers Union has 
adopted a Bishop Stortford resolution to the 
effect that a boot-bath should be provided for 


all persons using the 
county. 


cattle markets of the 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional in:eres: tor 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


June 5th.—Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., 36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

June ist.—Annual General Meeting, R.C.V.S. 

June ist.—Annual General Meeting, V.V.B.F. 

June 7th.—Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Plymouth, 
2 p.m. 

June 8th.—D.V.S.M. Examination begins. 

June 19th.—N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings, 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. 


June 20th.—N.V.M.A. Committees and Council 
Meeting, Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh. 

June 20th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 21st.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 2ist.—R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 

June 22nd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 


July 23rd—28th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Great 
Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea. 
a ae ok oe a 
PERSONAL 


CoLoneL J. IRviIneE-SMITH’S RETIREMENT 
As announced in our issue of April 22nd, after 


33 years’ service with the Johannesburg 
Municipal Council, Colonel J. Irvine-Smith, 
C.B.E., V.D., J.P., M.R.C.V.S., Director of the City 


Abattoirs and Livestock Market Department, will 
retire on August 4th. When he was due to retire 
in 1936, the Council decided that his services 
should be retained for another three years. 

“He will be succeeded by the Assistant 
Director, Mr. A. C. Kirkpatrick, if a recom- 
mendation of the Public Health Committee is 
accepted by the Council,” states the Johannes- 
burg Star, which continues: “Colonel Irvine- 
Smith (who graduated at Glasgow in_ 1898) 
has the unique distinction of having had on 
three occasions votes of the Council’s highest 
appreciation of his services. These were 
in respect of his successful protection of 
the Council’s’ interests in bringing to a 
satisfactory conclusion the negotiations for the 
provision of suitable facilities for livestock in 
1926, of his designing and _ installing the 
improved cattle stunning pens in 1930, and of 
protecting the interests of the Council during 
the passage of the Livestock and Meat Industries 
Bill through Parliament in 1934. : 

“He was awarded the King’s Jubilee Medal in 
1935 for meritorious service rendered to the 
city of Johannesburg.” 


Birth—McDonaL_p.—On May 12th, 1939, at 
Wisset Place, Halesworth, Suffolk, to Mrs. 
McDonald, wife of A. M. McDonald, M.R.C.v.S., a 
son, Ian Donald. Both mother and son doing 
well. 
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PROBLEMS OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 
MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL’s NEw COMMITTEE 
ON RESEARCH 
The Medical Research Council have appointed 
a committee to advise and assist them in pro- 
molting investigations into problems of preventive 
medicine. The members include specialists in 
various branches of medical science, such as 
immunology, clinical medicine, nutrition, and 
vital statistics, and men trom different parts of 
Britain having experience of public healtn work. 
The latter include members of the medical staff 
of the Ministry of Health and of the Department 
of Health for Scotland. The members are as 

tollows:— 

Sir W. Witson JAMESON, Dean of the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
(Chairman). 

J. H. Brincker, Principal Officer, 
London County Council. 

, J. Fenton, Medical Officer of Health, Kensing- 
on. 

J. FerGuson, Medical Officer of Health, Surrey. 

W. M. Frazer, Medical Officer of Health, 
Liverpool. 

E. H. R. Harries, Chief Medical Superinten- 


Medical 


dent, Infectious Hospitals Service, London 
County Council. 
Braprorp HILi, University Reader in 


Epidemiology and Vital Statistics, London School 
ot Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

W. D. Hoop, Medical Officer, Department of 
Health for Scotland. 

J. R. Hurcuinson, Medical Officer, Ministry of 
Health. 

R. A. McCance, Reader in Medicine, University 
of Cambridge. 

A. S. M. MacGrREGor, Medical Officer of Health, 
Glasgow. 

R. H. Parry, Medical Officer of Health, Bristol. 

Professor R. M. F. Picken, Mansell Talbot Pro- 
fessor of Preventive Medicine, Cardiff. 

W. M. Scorr, Medical Officer, Ministry of 
Health. 

J. C. Spence, Assistant Physician, Royal 
Victoria Infirmary, and Physician, Babies’ Hos- 
pital, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Professor W. W. C. Toprey, Professor of 
Bacteriology and Immunology, London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 


D. K. M. Cnatmers, Administrative Officer, 
National Institute for Medical Research (Secre- 
tary). 

Three years will be the normal period of 


service on the Committee for members drawn 
from public health work outside, Government 
Departments, as it is felt that the representation 
of this wide field should be varied from time to 
time. Persons other than members of the main 
committee are being invited to serve on sub- 
committees for particular problems. 


FELLOWSHIPS FOR RESEARCH IN TROPICAL MEDICINE 
The Medical Research Council, advised by 
their Tropical Medica! Research Committee 
(appointed after consultation with the Colonial 
Office), announce that up to three junior fellow- 
ships are offered immediately for award to 
qualified medical men or women wishing to 
receive training with a view to careers in 
research work in tropical medicine. Preference 
will be given to candidates who have already 
had preliminary experience of methods of 
research in some branch of medical science. 
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Subject to satisfactory reports, the fellowships 
will be tenable for three years. The first year 
will be spent at a school of tropical medicine; 
the second in doing research in the same or 
some other institution at home; and the third 
largely in work under direction at some centre 
in the tropics. The stipend will be £300, £400, 
and £500 a year in the successive years, with 
an additional allowance during service abroad 
and necessary expenses. 

In three years’ time at least one senior fellow- 
ship will be available for candidates who have 
held the junior fellowships. This will be 
awarded for a further three years, carrying a 
stipend of £600 to £750 a year with an additional 
allowance during service abroad and expenses. 
The time will be spent mainly in research work 
in the tropics. The Council are also prepared 
to consider immediate applications for senior 
fellowships from candidates who have had 
adequate experience in research work, whether 
already specially trained in tropical medicine 
or not. The Council intend to establish in due 
course, as suitable investigators become available 
as the result of the fellowships scheme, 
permanent and pensionable appointments for 
research work in tropical medicine, including 
senior posts. 

Inquiries may be addressed to the Secretary, 
Tropical Medical Research Committee, 38, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1, with whom applica- 
oy should be lodged not later than June 19th, 


* * * * * 


DISTRIBUTION OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

Under the above heading, in its issue of 
March 25th, the Pharmaceutical Journal 
observes: “ Criticism of the policy adopted by 
some manufacturers of veterinary preparations 
has been expressed to us in correspondence with 
members of the Society. Objection is taken to 
the fact that a number of bacterial products, 
some of which are in large demand, are supplied 
only to qualified veterinary surgeons, and are 
not obtainable in the ordinary way by the 
pharmacist. We gather that manufacturers view 
the sale of products for the treatment of animals 
from an entirely different standpoint from that 
which applies to the distribution of similar 
articles for use in the treatment of human beings. 
For example, although it is unlikely that an 
ordinary member of the public would risk 
injecting into a child a dose of diphtheria 
prophylactic or of scarlet fever antitoxin, it is 
quite within the bounds of possibility that a 
farmer would see no harm in administering to 
his animals prophylactic doses of vaccine for 
the treatment of septic pneumonia in cows or 
of the appropriate vaccine for lamb dysentery. 
Indeed, cases have been brought to our notice 
where farmers have obtained from local 
chemists such bacterial products, and have used 
them without the supervision of a qualified 
veterinarian. The view of the manufacturers is 
that this entails diagnosis by an unqualified 
person of the complaint from which the animal 
is suffering, followed by the administration of 
treatment which may or may not be suitable for 
the particular case. In consequence, reflection 
on the value of the preparation may be cast, 
quite undeservedly, to the detriment of the 
manufacturer. This point of view is one with 
which it is possible easily to sympathise, but 
we see in it a distinct danger of a good deal of 
veterinary business which should pass through 
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the pharmacist’s hands being diverted. An 
alternative plan, and one which surely would 
meet the wishes of both manufacturer and 
retailer, would be for preparations of this 
nature to be supplied, as in the case of fourth 
schedule poisons, only on the prescription of a 
registered veterinary surgeon. No _ legislation 
seems to be necessary or desirable for the adop- 
tion of such a rule and a definite understanding 
between representatives of the three parties 
should meet the case.” 

We welcome the frank presentation in the 
above article of both sides of the problem which 
confronts the manufacturer of veterinary anti- 
bacterial products who, while naturally wishing 
to meet the requirements of his pharmacist 
clients in the interest of his business, yet is 
anxious, as a matter of ethical policy, to prevent 
their distribution to and subsequent misuse by 
laymen. 

We are sure that we voice the views of all 
members of the profession in expressing to the 
firm whose _ attitude promoted the _ corre- 
spondence referred to above, appreciation of 
their self-sacrificing action in restricting the 
supplies of these products directly or indirectly 
to veterinary surgeons—as indicated by them 
and other concerns which adopt this commend- 
able policy, in their announcements in this 
journal. The “view of the manufacturers,” 
given in the article, admirably summarises the 
case for preventing veterinary preparations 
falling into the hands of lay persons, though we 
may add that most of them are quite unsuitable 
for lay use, their application demanding the 
greatest care even in the hands of professional 
men. It should be made clear, moreover, that 
firms do supply chemists with their veterinary 
preparations provided they are required for 
re-sale to a veterinary surgeon, such chemists 
supplying on their order the names of the 
practitioners concerned, when the goods are dis- 
patched either to the chemist or direct to the 
veterinary surgeon. Should compliance be made 
with this condition, the pharmacist, we under- 
stand, would be supplied; while no objection 
could be taken to the “alternative plan” indi- 
cated in the extract, provided the highly 
necessary injunction “not to be repeated” is 
emphasised on the container. ; 

Doubtless the best-intentioned system has its 
loopholes, however, and it is to be regretted 
that instances have been brought to our notice 
in which drugs which have definitely proved 
dangerous in the hands of laymen have, in fact, 
in spite of the manufacturer’s restrictions, found 
their way into their possession. 


* a a % % 


R.S.P.C.A. ANNUAL MEETING 
CARE OF HoRSES IN WAR 


Sir Robert Gower, Chairman, speaking at the 
annual meeting of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals at Wigmore 
Hall on Friday of last week, said that after a 
meeting attended by representatives of all the 
leading horse interests and others, a joint com- 
mittee was formed and had formulated definite 
suggestions for the care of horses in London 
should war break out, which, in the immediate 
future, would be submitted to the appropriate 
quarter. Besides the 40,000 working horses in 
the Metropolis there were also 18,000 pigs, 9,000 
sheep, 6,000 head of cattle, 400,000 dogs, and 
approximately 1,500,000 cats. The public looked 
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to the R.S.P.C.A. to see that the vast army of 
animals had adequate protection. 

Sir Robert Gower said that there were some 
1,504 societies for the protection of animals 
outside this country with which the Society was 
in touch. Some of them were strong and well 
organised, such as those in America, Australia, 
and South Africa; others in more remote places 
were weak and facing problems of religion, 
climate, ignorance, and custom. The R.S.P.C.A. 
had helped and was helping such societies by 
financial support, by the supply of materials, and 
by the loan of trained personnel. Unless, in the 
near future, they obtained further aid it might 
be necessary for the council to consider restrict- 
ing their work. That would be a calamity, said 
Sir Robert Gower, and he appealed to the public 
to give the Society greater financial support. 

* % * * % 


SIXTH PACIFIC SCIENCE CONGRESS 

The above Congress, which takes place at 
San Ae ge California, from July 24th to 
August 12th, 1939, includes a Section of Public 
Health and Nutrition, with Dr. F. K. Meyer as 
Chairman. The provisional programme includes 
discussions on the animal-borne diseases— 
undulant fever, psittacosis, leptospiroses, bar- 
tonella infections, rickettsia infections, and 
tularemia—-and such important problems as the 
inadequacies of diets in common use by the 

acific populations and practical means of 
supplementing them; the occurrence, effects, 
and means of prevention of vitamin defici iencies; 
public health problems related to defective 
nutrition, and the relation of planned agriculture 
and industry to nutrition. 

The Secretary-General of the Congress is Dr. 
Roy E. Clausen, Room 205, Hilgard Hall, 
University of California, Berkeley, California, 
U.S.A., from whom full information concerning 
the scope and character of the Congress, also as 
to travelling facilities, may be obtained. 

a Be % aE % 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATION 
The undermentioned has_ been published 
recently. Copies can be purchased through any 
bookse ler, or directly from H.M,. Stationery 
ffice, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1: Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. : 
Price’ Post 
net free 
s. d. s. d. 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL: 
Tuberculin Tests in Cattle. 
Observations on the Intra- 
dermal Tuberculin Test in 
Cattle, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Use of Synthe- 
tic Medium  Tuberculin 
(By J. B. Buxton and R. E. 
Glover), (A.R.C. Report 
Series No. 4.) February, 
1939. (88- 2101-4- 39) tee phe 1 6 1 8 


By the death at Pinc bili pe Hall, in Cleve- 
land, of Sir Alfred Pease, Bart., the north of 
England has lost one of its best-known land- 
owners and one of the greatest authorities on 
the Cleveland Bay breed of horses in_ this 
country. His enthusiasm and persistency did 
much to preserve the demand for Cleveland 
Bays. He wrote several books on hunting, horse- 
breeding and travel. 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editur represent 
the personal view ef the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


a * * a 
WALES AND THE ANIMAL INDUSTRY 
To THE EpIror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—Two questions of fact arise as between 

Mr. R. G. McQueen and myself—the little rural 
mills and factories of Wales, now derelict t, and 
the sale of skins of small Welsh sheep for a price 
as low as fourpence. 

It has not been suggested that fourpence repre- 
sented the value of the skin. What was claimed 
was that small Welsh skins had been sold at 
such a price, and this is as correct as the state- 
ment that there are derelict little factories and 
mills to be seen scattered over the countryside. 
It would be puerile on my part to generalise 
from a particular case or to give the prices of 
other than normal goods. ‘This could have 
neither point nor purpose. 

1 would not write you again but for the fact 
that Mr. MeQueen ratsed in his last letier the 
question of centralisation in this industry and 
because this is at the moment a live and national 
issue. His reterence to this sheds some slight on 
his purpose in joining in this discussion. It 
would seem that Mr. McQueen is opposed to the 
policy of centralisation and that he is apprehen- 
sive as to the effect it would have upon the 
section of the industry in which he is specifically 
interested and is nervous lest what I have said 
might lead the farmer to “bear the cross” of 
this policy. 

While Mr. McQueen apparently is not in 
favour of centralisation with reference to that 
part of the animal industry in which he is 
interested, | would respectfully ask him to show 
the same consideration for the manufacturers of 
woollen and leather goods (representing, as he 
will agree, a far greater section of the industry), 
in which the smaller concerns have been 
crushed out by centralisation and mass_ pro- 
duction in a manner that in my opinion is 
detrimental to the industry and to the nation’s 
interests. Centralised mass production might 
and does benefit the fe WwW but in this industry it 
is against the public interest inasmuch as _ it 
denies the countryside the opportunity of pro- 
viding labour in the country and retaining its 
rural population. We cannot have it both ways 
by crying out against the migration of our people 
to the large towns at one momenht and at the 
same time take away those opportunities which 
would enable them to remain in the country. | 
have pointed out in The Times how small 
country towns such as Wrexham, Oswestry, 
Market Drayton, Whitchurch, Shrewsbury, 
Ellesmere, etc., would lend themselves to any 
desirable and even necessary development in 
this industry if given the opportunity rather 
than confine the opportunity to a few of the 
great centres. 

As to efficiency in the subject under discussion 
my personal belief is that were centralisation 
the means of driving out of the industry the 
family butcher as we know him and of substi- 
tuting for him the man who is simply a seller 
of meat, often with a very restricted knowledge 
of the industry, the industry would lose one of 
its great assets. It would be especially detri- 
mental to the trade in home-produced meat 
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inasmuch as the line requiring the least effort 
is the trade in imported meat. This type really 
has little interest in the animal industry as a 
whole. There is nothing finer in business than 
the judgment called up each week by the man 
who can buy an animal alive and at the same 
time is able to estimate not only its killing out 
quality but, to a few pounds, the weight of the 
aressed carcase. 

The preventable losses in the industry are 
as | have claimed great. Mr. McQueen is not 
hopeful as to the advantages that will accrue to 
the farmer as a result of the policy of centralised 
slaughter. It would be well tor the farmer not to 
expect too much. The policy can only influence 
a small percentage of the loss and other factors 
must be brought 1n if the problem of loss is to be 
solved. 

It serves no useful purpose to discuss losses 
that are either unavoidable or that cannot be 
prevented. 

Since Mr. McQueen has mentioned the warble 
fly as a cause of losses in cattle he will appre- 
ciate that his figure of our estimated losses is 
far too low for it represents an amount of which 
the loss through this one pest alone is at least 
ten times as great—some estimates place it at a 
still very much higher figure. 

The science is at hand that could deal with 
them, for our knowledge of the subject is fairly 
complete. It is not research that is required but 
the regularised and intensive application of the 
appropriate division of science. 

For a similar problem in the human subject 
the resources of medical science would _ be 
enlisted without question and without delay. Mr. 
McQueen enables me to reiterate here what I 
have on several occasions urged—that Britain 
does not use effectively knowledge that is avail- 
able when dealing with her animal population. 
In one county, essentially an animal county, 
there arc only two persons qualified to deal witn 
animals in the manner in which the medical 
man deals with the human subject. Quackery 
in Britain as a whole must be rampant and I do 
not mean quackery of the kind represented by a 
man who renders first aid, etc., frequently with 
great efficiency in areas where no other help is 
available; but I refer to what is calculated to do 
much greater injury to the industry, I have 
fears lest important appointments in con- 
nection with the animal industry be filled by 
persons who have not had the necessary train- 
ing and experience. Such a_ position ,in_ con- 
nection with the welfare of human_ beings 
would not for a moment be considered. 

In connection with centralisation it is worth 
noting what has occurred in America. Possibly 
the main reason for centralised slaughter in the 
U.S.A. was that there was an enormous area in 
the west where stock could be raised very 
cheaply whilst the great consuming area was in 
the east, so animals had either to be transferred 
alive from west to east and then killed or killed 
locally and the dead meat so transported. 

The following extract is taken from the 
recorded opinion ot one of the greatest 
American authorities on the subject: “ The 
packing business of this country (U.S.A.) would 
practically be impossible in older countries that 
ure thickly settled, as the cost of raising live- 
stock would actually be about the same in all 
parts and the cost of shipping from one point to 
another would only add to this original cost.” 

At Cardiff I claimed that a first-rate problem 
could not be solved if the conception of its 
magnitude were third rate and that this was 
what was happening at Whitehall and in the 
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Universities with regard to the problem of the 
animal industry. While I feel complimented by 
the offer of Mr. McQueen’s co-operation there 
is a great divergence in our estimates of the 
problem to be solved. I have mentioned the 
rarble fly. I took it as one of two simple 
examples at an International Congress a_ tew 
years ago.. The other example was the marking 
of sheep. In an individual sense this appears 
too trivial a matter to attract attention. In the 
aggregate it represents a loss so great as to 
affect international trade as was the case a few 
years ago when U.S.A. threatened to withdraw 
her custom from South Africa unless the 
practices that entailed such losses were altered. 

If our efforts are to be of real value we shall, 
I fear, have to “ chase” an elusive sum, of far 
greater proportion than Mr. McQueen has in 
mind, and my own estimate might prove too 
low. I am obliged to Mr. McQueen for the points 
he has raised. This controversy only serves to 
strengthen my view often expressed, that in 
Government circles in this country and in the 
Universities a true conception is not taken of 
the magnitude of the problem and that the 
greatest need is the establishment of a Faculty 
which would stimulate and co-ordinate the 
efforts of those engaged in all sections of the 
industry. Switzerland was the first to do this at 
the University of Berne and later at Zurich with 
the result that as a division of learning it is 
on a plane of equality with arts, science, law, 
medicine, engineering and so on, and the results 
of education and research are applied in the 
closest and most intensive manner to. the 
industry in the field. By such methods 
Switzerland has been converted from what was 
once designated as “untillable rock” into the 
progressive and thriving agricultural country it 
is to-day. 

Apologising for troubling you again, 

Yours truly, A 
J. SHARE JONES. 


_ 


Pentrebychan Hall, 
Near Wrexham. 
May 15th, 1939. 
a oo 


* * 
PARTURITION IN THE COW 
To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


My attention has been drawn to the remarks 
of Mr. Shawcross (reported by the Veterinary 
Record, April 8th) in the’ discussion’ on 
“Abnormal Conditions attending Parturition in 
the Cow” regarding the value of Sapolav in 
parturition and its sequelae. 

would point out that the trade name 
“Sapolay” has been used by my firm for 
upwards of 16 years to denote the special lubri- 
cant and pessaries referred to in the paper given 
by Mr. E. P. Edwards, M.R.c.v.s., of Mold, Flint, 
at a meeting of the North Wales Veterinary 
Association. 

The paper, entitled “Some Parturition Pro- 
blems,” appeared in the Veterinary Record on 
February 24th, 1923, and the clinical value of 
the new base was fully discussed, 

The formula, which is quite different from 
that suggested by Mr. Shawcross, was devised 
by the writer in collaboration with Mr. E. P. 
Edwards, M.R.C.V.S. 

Consequently the use of the name “ Sapolav ” 
for a product of a very different formula is to be 
deprecated. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. PINCHBECK, 


Director, 
May 17th, 1939. 
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